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Catherine Martin (front center) poses with her Wilbraham United Players friends and cast mates as they 
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prepare to wow audiences with a “Vocal Concert” of various hits from the stage. Proceeds from the Jan. 
11 concert support Martin’s tuition for the nonprofit Up With People. TIMES STAFF PHOTOS BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


WUP concert to help 
actress with tuition 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM — Traveling 
the world, transforming lives and 
sharing the love of theater. For 
many, this would be a dream, but 
for Wilbraham’s Catherine Mar- 
tin it is her reality, having spent 
the last year with the nonprofit 
Up With People. 

Martin traveled the globe with 
a group 100 fellow theater-lov- 
ers, going to cities throughout 
the U.S., Ottawa, Canada, and 
European nations like Italy and 
Germany, doing service and 
humanitarian work and _per- 


forming on stage for their host 
communities. The college-aged 
students ranging in age from 17- 
to 29-years-old meet in Denver, 


Selectmen talk flag code 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN - In accordance 
with the U.S. Flag Code, the 
American flag can only be low- 
ered by order of the president or 
by the governor of a state or upon 
the “death of principal figures 
of the U.S. government and the 
governor of a state... as a mark 
of respect to their memory.” 

Unfortunately, cities and 
towns across the commonwealth 
are taking liberties pertaining 
to that action, a matter widely 
discussed during the Hampden 
Board of Selectmen’s Dec. 30 
meeting. 

“When I was looking up stuff 
on this topic, it was interesting to 
note that Massachusetts was rat- 
ed the most egregious in its mis- 
use of the flag. There is a move 
by veterans groups to see that the 
flag goes back to its original us- 
age,’ said Selectman Mary Ellen 
Glover. 


All selectmen agreed that the 
town should place a greater em- 
phasis on adhering to proper pro- 
tocol. On a number of occasions, 
the American flag has been im- 
properly lowered in response to 
the death of a local resident or 
community member. 

“T think that what’s happen- 
ing around the country is that the 
flag is lowered at half staff for a 
lot of things, and it’s becoming 
insignificant and is trivializing 
the solemn nature of lowering 
the American flag to half-staff,’ 
said Chairman Donald Daven- 
port. 

Across Hampden, “Old 
Glory” flies above a variety of 
prominent locations such as 
the Hampden Town House, Po- 
lice Station, Fire Department 
and each of the town’s public 
schools, said Selectman John 
Flynn. Flynn estimated that flags 
are properly lowered to half staff 
on more than 90 percent of occa- 


Please see FLAG, page 5 





The cast of the Wilbraham United Players “Vocal Concert” rehearses 
for Saturday’s performance. All proceeds from the concert support 
Catherine Martin’s (back center) tuition for the nonprofit Up With People. 


Colorado each year, before head- 
ing out on their journey to leave 


Please see DREAM, page 9 


Town delves deeper into 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 
WILBRAHAM -— Across 


the country, communities are 
getting fed up with their inter- 
net options and are taking back 
control. With action by the 
Board of Selectmen Monday 
night, Wilbraham may be on the 
path to high-speed and lower 
cost internet. 

Selectmen met with the 
Broadband Advisory Com- 
mittee and industry expert Jeff 
Christensen, of Entry Point 
Networks, Jan. 6, discussing the 
status of the committee and next 
steps for the town. 

“We want to get serious 
about a planning phase,” Chris- 
tensen said. “But before we get 
there, we need direction.” 

Christensen said the town 
has two options to implement 
its own broadband network, 
either taking the full burden as 
a town-sponsored initiative or 
to enter into a regional coop- 
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Students and parent coaches of the Wilbraham Middle School 


Robotics Team pose after competing in a First LEGO League 
competition in Littleton. Wilbraham was able to field two teams 
that each finished in the Top 10 in their first year of competition. 


TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Clicking on all gears 


Robotics team 
launches with success 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM - While the 
field of robotics is nothing new, 
one group of middle-schoolers 
is helping to pave a pathway for 
future engineers, competing in 
competitions and learning the 
art of programming. 

In roughly three months, 
a tight-knit group of budding 
engineers not only learned the 
basics of robotics, but compet- 
ed against — and beat — many 
teams of their peers in a First 
LEGO League competition 
Dec. 7 in Littleton. 

“We were competing against 
kids who have been doing this 
for 10 years and we’ve been do- 
ing it for 10 weeks,” Wilbraham 
Middle School Principal Tom 
Mazza said about the team. 


erative. In either situation, he 
believes the town could both 
drastically improve the network 
capabilities and lower the bills 
for all users. 

To put the improvement into 
perspective, Christensen said he 
and the Committee estimate the 
bandwidth capabilities of fiber 
technology at 25 terabits per 
second, or essentially 25,000 
times faster than the current co- 
axial cable technology. 

“You can’t consume any- 
thing close to that,’ he said. 
“This is future proof as far as 
our lives go,” he continued, not- 
ing that a 50-year lifespan on 
the fiber infrastructure is a rea- 
sonable expectation. 

Should the town wish to 
take on the project alone, Chris- 
tensen suggests building out the 
infrastructure 1n a manner simi- 
lar to that used when Wilbraham 
installed water and sewer lines. 
Residents that want the service 
would pay a portion of the in- 
frastructure cost over time, as 


“The interest blew me away.” 

Mazza explained the First 
Lego League group started in 
September of this school year 
with the help of parent coaches 
Sam and Kelly Lam and Devin 
Ryan. Interest in the team grew 
to include a group about 20 stu- 
dents, with about 40 percent be- 
ing girls, Mazza said. 

To help fund the team, the 
school received a $2,000 grant 
from the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Academic Trust, as well as a 
$1,500 donation from the firm 
IPG Photonics. 

“It grew into a community 
thing,” he said. 

The students met _ for 
two hours after school every 
Wednesday and Friday, learn- 
ing everything including how 
to program their robots to com- 
plete various tasks. 

Eighth-graders Jonah Rost 
and Jaden Desmarais were hap- 


Please see GEARS, page 4 


broadband 


well as monthly rates for their 
internet provider. Over time, the 
resident would only pay for the 
cost of internet. 

Christensen said, should the 
town own the project, among 
the benefits is the access to 
funding, which ensures the 
project gets done. 

Selectman Robert Russell 
asked whether Christensen is 
aware of any risks to the town, 
Should Wilbraham take on the 
project. 

Christensen acknowledged 
there are some minor known 
risks, all of which can be mit- 
igated. The largest of those 
is what’s known as the churn 
rate, or customers that come on 
board and leave. To minimize 
that risk, he said the town could 
have residents commit to the 
infrastructure, which lessens 
the potential they would aban- 
don the project after a matter of 
months. 


Please see BROADBAND, page 9 
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lm NEWS ABOUT TOWN 
Recent police activity in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Po- 
lice Department released information on 
recent police activity reported by Capt. 
Timothy Kane. Those arrested or sum- 
monsed will appear in court at a future 
date and are innocent until proven guilty. 


Dec. 19 

At 8:30 a.m., Wilbraham police re- 
sponded to the intersection of Glendale 
and Monson roads for a two car crash. 
There were no reported injuries. One 
of the operators, Michael Fusco, 33, of 
Springfield, was arrested for having five 
warrants, operating on a suspended li- 
cense and driving to endanger. 

At 9:47 p.m., Wilbraham police re- 
sponded to a gas station on Boston Road 
where officers found a woman sleeping 
in her motor vehicle. After assessing the 
situation, Michele Chandler, 43, of Lud- 
low, was arrested for operating under the 
influence of liquor. 


Dec. 24 
At 12:12 a.m., Wilbraham police re- 
sponded to Dalton Street for a reported 
motor vehicle accident. Upon arrival, they 
observed a blue BMW with obvious fresh 
damage and two flat tires. There was a 
man sleeping inside the car. Tyler Devoe, 


Gear up for the K of C 


free throw tourney 


28, of Agawam, was arrested for operat- 
ing under the influence of liquor and neg- 
ligent operation. 


Dec. 27 

At 12:08 am., Wilbraham police 
stopped a green Ford pickup truck for 
speeding on Boston Road. The driver, Or- 
lando Santos, 31, of Springfield, was ar- 
rested for operating under the influence of 
alcohol and negligent operation. 

At 10:46 p.m., Wilbraham police ar- 
rested Matthew Posley, 34, of Wilbraham, 
for having three warrants. 


Dec. 28 

At 1:18 a.m., Wilbraham police re- 
ceived a call for two women screaming 
at cars as they drove by on Springfield 
Street by Highland Avenue. Both women 
appeared to be heavily intoxicated and 
uncooperative. Nashalee Santana, 25, and 
Tayana Massa, 26, both of Springfield, 
were each arrested for disorderly conduct, 
resisting arrest, disturbing the peace and 
vandalism. 


Dec. 30 
At 1:32 a.m., a Wilbraham police of- 
ficer found a white van leaving a closed 
business on Boston Road. The license 


WILBRAHAM - All basketball players ages 9- to 


14-years-old are encouraged to suit up for the 2020 
Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship. 

The local competition will take place Saturday, Jan. 
11 at 10 a.m. in the Parish Center of St. Cecilia’s Church, 


42 Main St. in Wilbraham. 


All contestants at the local level are recognized for 
their participation in the event, with winners advancing 
to district and state competitions. Participants are asked 
to provide proof of age upon registration, as well as writ- 
ten parental consent. On-site registration will be avail- 
able. For more information, call Jared Demetri at 413- 


279-1023. 


Annual parking ban now 
in effect in Hampden 


HAMPDEN - The annual winter parking ban for 
the town of Hampden is now in effect through April 
15, 2020. Any vehicles left on town roads may be 
towed at the owner’s expense. All vehicles that im- 
pede snow removal shall be towed at the request of the 
Highway Department. 
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BILLY EAGEN & 
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JEFF CONLON 
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WILBRAHAM 


Students at WMA. 


The open house, which takes place Sunday, Jan. 12 
at 1 p.m., 1s open to students interested in grades 6 to 
postgraduate education. Attendees and their families 
will be able to take a tour of campus and meet current 


students and faculty. 


WMA to host open 
house Jan. 12 


— Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
will be hosting an admission open house for prospec- 
tive families to explore the opportunities available to 


Families interested in the Middle School will hear 
more about the many projects and programs available 
to students both inside and outside the classroom, in- 
cluding field trips, guest speakers and other experienc- 
es. Families interested in the Upper School will learn 
about the Center for Entrepreneurship, Economics & 
Finance, Innovation Space, diplomacy, finance, entre- 
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plate was queried and the vehicle turned 
out to be reported stolen from Springfield. 
Alex Gonzalez, 29, of Springfield, was 
placed under arrest for receiving a stolen 
motor vehicle and for operating the vehi- 
cle on a suspended license. 


Dec. 31 

At 12:27 am., a Wilbraham officer 
checked on a vehicle and found it had no 
inspection sticker. Further investigation 
revealed that the operator, Dean Sylvia, 
31, of Ware, had a warrant for his arrest 
and was operating on a suspended license. 
He was stopped on Boston Road and later 
placed into custody. 


Jan. 1 

At 5:35 p.m., Wilbraham police con- 
ducted a check of the parking lot of a bar 
on Boston Road. A woman came up to one 
of the officers and stated that a man who 
was really drunk and was shut off from 
the bartender was about to leave, driving 
a red Chevrolet pickup truck. Wilbraham 
police found the vehicle on Boston Road 
being operated by Martin Henrich, 41, of 
Palmer. He was subsequently arrested for 
his third offense operating under the influ- 
ence of liquor. 


January 9, 2020 


Jan. 3 

At 10:56 a.m., Wilbraham police 
stopped a Dodge van for going through a 
red light at the Stony Hill Road and Bos- 
ton Road intersection. There were also 
seat belt violations and one of the passen- 
gers, Aramis Perez, 53, of Eagle Rock, 
Maine, was taken into custody for having 
an arrest warrant. 


Jan. 4 

At 12:24 a.m., Wilbraham police ar- 
rested Shemar Gayle, 19, of Springfield, 
for failure to stop for police. He was also 
charged with negligent operation of a mo- 
tor vehicle, operating on a suspended li- 
cense and other motor vehicle infractions. 
The passenger, Tiana Mitchell, 19, of 
Springfield, was arrested for possessing 
alcohol under the age of 21. 

At 4:12 p.m., Wilbraham police were 
dispatched to the Home Depot for a shop- 
lifting in progress. Renee Gow, 38, of 
Chicopee, was caught exiting the Home 
Depot attempting to leave with expensive 
tools she had hidden in her clothing. She 
was placed under arrest for the shoplift- 
ing. 


Card and Game Party 
returns Jan. 30 


WILBRAHAM - The St. Cecilia’s Catholic Women’s 
Club invites the community to roll the dice and test their 
hands at their favorite games as part of the annual winter 


Card and Game Party and Luncheon. 


preneurship and fashion courses, unique travel pro- 


gram, advisor program and many leadership opportu- 


nities at the Academy. 


©. 2 arish on aa re 2 y 


Sat. 1 / 18 


THE HEALYS W/ 
CHARLIE BONGIOVI 
— 


Sat. 1/25 
SEAN GRIFFIN 





Families may also visit WMA by attending a Shad- 
ow Day — a way for students to experience some of 
the Academy’s courses and faculty. More information 
about WMA’s events and other visit options can be 
found at www.wma.us/admission/admission-events. 


This year’s event will shuffle into fruition Thursday, Jan. 
30 in the Parish Center of St. Cecilia’s Church, 42 Main 
St. Wilbraham. Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m. followed by 
lunch at noon. After lunch, guests are invited to play their 
favorite games. 

Guests may play any game of their choosing, including 
bridge, dominoes, canasta, Scrabble and more. Raffles for 
many prizes and gift cards will take place. 

A donation of $8 is requested to participate, which helps 
support club scholarships, charitable outreach and the needs 
of St. Cecilia’s Church. For more information or to register, 
call Sue Agnew at 596-9480. 


Registry of Deeds staff to 
Visit pete Jan. 19 


WILBRAHAM — Hampden County Register of Deeds 
Cheryl Coakley-Rivera and her staff will visit the Wilbra- 


Families may also call the 
Admission Office at 596- 
9107. 

To learn more about 
the open house, visit 
www.wma.us/openhouse. 


ham Senior Center, 45 Post Office Park, Monday, Jan. 13 
at 10 a.m. 

Those in attendance will have the ability to learn more 
about the Homestead Act and the Consumer Notification 
System. Folks will also have the ability to receive a free 
copy of their deed. For more information, call the senior 
center at 596-8379. 





CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS 
of Belchertown 


AN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNIT’ 


If you need long-term care, ., will the rainy day 
fund you’ ve set aside be sufficient to meet the 
raising cost of long-term care cost? 
Come and learn more. 


Saturday, January 18, 2020 


(Snow Date ~ January 25th) 





10:00 — 11:00 A.M. 


Presenter— Dave Corliss from Pacific Life 


Financial Advisor-7om McRae from Edward Jones 


Refreshments will be served. 










R.S.V.P. to Lorna Stone @ 413-323-5500 


Christopher Heights of Belchertown, 99 Front Street, Belchertown 01007 
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Local business gives ‘wings of support’ to MHA 


HAMPDEN — Amer- 
icans are expected to eat 
a whopping 1.38 billion 
chicken wings during Su- 
per Bowl weekend, accord- 
ing to the National Chick- 
en Council. That’s about 
27 million more than last 
year and 130 million more 
since 2011. Gio’s Pizzeria, 
a fixture in Hampden since 
2011, is leveraging their 
customers’ love of chicken 
wings to raise funds for the 
Mental Health Association. 

On every NFL game 
day now through Sunday, 
Feb. 2, Gio’s will donate 
50 percent of the proceeds 
of chicken wing sales to 
MHA. 

“IT wish more people 
would be more aware and 
more understanding of 
mental health,’ said Gio 
Cirillo, general manager 
of Gio’s Pizzeria. “People 
need to talk about it and not 
hold it inside. MHA does 
so much good in so many ways for 
mental health, and I wanted to help. I 
think this wings promotion 1s a great 
opportunity for a local business to 
do what we can and what we know 
to support the issue of mental health 
and bring further awareness to the 
community.” 

Gio’s Pizzeria, located at 9 Allen 
St.t in Hampden, is a family-owned 
and operated Italian restaurant. 


“We’re thrilled that Gio Cirillo is 
making this generous commitment 
to MHA, and I can’t think of a more 
delicious way to do it than with that 
staple of football finger food, chick- 
en wings,’ said Kimberley A. Lee, 
vice president of resource devel- 
opment and branding at MHA and 
a Wilbraham resident. “Fifty cents 
of every dollar you spend on Gio’s 
wings on NFL game days through 
Super Sunday will go directly to 





Now through Feb. 2, Gio’s Pizzeria, 9 Allen St. Hampden, will donate 50 percent of 
all wing sales on NFL game days to the Mental Health Association in Springfield, 
supporting programming for mental wellness. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


MHA to support our programs from 
mental wellness, developmental dis- 
abilities, homelessness, substance 
use, acquired brain injury and more. 
If you’re going to eat chicken wings 
during the playoffs, get yours from 
Gio’s.” 

Cirillo explained that every 
chicken wing sold on NFL game 
days counts toward the donation to 
MHA. “Pick up, delivery or dine in, 
it’s all the same,’ he said. 


Resident input sought for Open Space update 


WILBRAHAM -— With moun- 
tain views, babbling brooks and ce- 
dar swamps, Wilbraham has a little 
bit of everything for the nature lov- 
er tucked within its confines in the 
heart of Western Massachusetts. But 
more than just the natural world, the 
town has made serious investments, 
both public and private, in the de- 
velopment of recreational opportu- 
nities for folks of all ages at such 
landmarks as the Spec Pond Recre- 
ational Complex. 

To keep and build upon the vast 
recreational and open space resourc- 
es of the town, the Open Space and 
Recreation Plan Committee is in the 
midst of an intensive and communi- 


ty-driven update to the town’s Open 
Space and Recreation Plan — a vital 
document for both future planning 
and state grant funding. 

The committee has already been 
hard at work with the process, hav- 
ing created a survey for residents 
to provide their input. Hard copies 
have been and still are available 
to complete at the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield St., and 
the Wilbraham Public Library, 25 
Crane Park Drive. Digital versions 
are available online at www. wilbra- 
ham-ma.gov and on the Open Space 
and Recreation Plan Committee’s 
Facebook page. To date, Commit- 
tee Chairman Joseph Calabrese said 


Robotics Workshop sparks 
up at library Jan. 23-Feb. 27 


WILBRAHAM — The Wilbraham Public Library 


more than 300 surveys have been 
submitted over the last three years. 

Calabrese invites residents to 
both complete the survey and attend 
the monthly meetings of the Open 
Space and Recreation Plan Commit- 
tee, where draft updates to the plan 
will be presented. The first such ses- 
sion is scheduled to take place Tues- 
day, Jan. 28, 2020. The time, venue 
and agenda will be posted a week in 
advance. 

For more information, to com- 
plete a survey or to review the last 
Open Space and Recreation Plan, 
visit www. wilbraham-ma. gov. 







Our advertisers 
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publication 
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Yoga program 
offered at WPL 


WILBRAHAM - In a program coordinated with 
Pathways for Parents, the Wilbraham Public Library 
will offer a “Story Yoga” program for children ages 2- 
to 5-years old. 

Led by Jane Christian, the inclusive workshop for 
children and their guardians teaches yoga poses and 
weaves stories in an interactive process. Children will 
learn animal poses and deep breathing techniques to 
encourage healthy habits. 

Dates for the program are Jan. 21, Feb. 4, March 
17 and April 7. 

Registration is now underway and is required to 
participate. For more information, visit the Front Desk 
at 25 Crane Park Drive or call 596-6141. 


THE BEST FRESH FOR 





A HEALTHY NEW YEAR 


5th - 14th 
*2..99 


Specials Sanuwy 


Fresh Blueberries pint size ....... 


6 OZ size 
Fresh Blackberries & Raspberries °2.99 
Seedless 
California Navel Oranges... 8...°1.99 
Pint Size 
Sweet Grape Tomatoes .......... Dich 
Baby Peeled Carrots 16 ozbag...... 99° 
Brussel Sprouts................. $1.99. 


Boars Head Oven Gold Turkey *8.99:. 
Boars Head American Cheese. °4.99.. 
Boars Head Roast Beef........ $12.99... 
Boars Head Cheddar Cheese .. °7.99:. 


Grade A Fresh 


Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast °2.99.. 


Bill’s Garden Bar 
Greenhouse Workshop 
Thursday January 16th @ Gpm 


Succulent Shadowbox Planter 
Create a Vertical Planter Using A Wood 
Shadowbox and Easy-Care Succulent Plants 
$40 Includes Materials, Instruction, 
and First Adult Beverage or Soft Drink 

Please Call to Pre-Register 413-589-7071 


Chef Mike’s 
Winter Warming 
Workshop 


Saturday January 25th @ 2pm 
in the Greenhouse 


ts National Souja Month 
“Homemade” Soups 


from Randall's Kitchen 
Cider Donuts ~ Entrées to Go 


a Coffee Club RETURNS 
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Children’s Department is excited to jump-start the return 
of the Robotics Workshop for children in grades 3 to 5 
next month with Wilbraham teacher Christine Goonan. 

Participants will meet in the Brooks Room on Thurs- 
days from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Jan. 23 through Feb. 27. 

The six-week session is limited to 12 children that 
will be placed into teams of four, working on a special 
assignment. While no experience is necessary, partici- 
pants must be able to meet each session. Registration 1s 
required and opens Jan. 2. 

For more information, visit the library at 25 Crane 
Park Drive, log on to wilbrahamlibrary.org or call 596- 
6141. 






Gregory’s Restaurant 
& Pizza Pub 


NOW DELIVERING WITH 


“wz DOORDASH 


ORIN ALALALCI KIER IR GNI 
2391 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 
(413) 596-6168 e (413) 596-3500 
















Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Wilbraham 
Hampden Times 







NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 


pied by the item in the 


advertisement. 















Buy 10 Cups of Coffee 
Get One Free - - 


Daily MORNING Bakery Specials ©"¢ <4 






Plants for Luck in the New Year 
y Lucky Bamboo and Money TREES 


Easy to Care For Plants For Harmony 
_ And Balance In Our Living Environments 
k= Said to Bring Good Luck & Wealth 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 







631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN MON - FRI 7AM — 8PM 
OPEN SAT & SUN 7AM - 7PM 


Find us on and Youl/l) 
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Auditor calls for improved controls of taxpayer data 


BOSTON -— In an audit re- 
leased Dec. 16, State Auditor 
Suzanne Bump cautions inad- 
equate controls at the state’s 
Department of Revenue could 
make sensitive taxpayer data, 
including Social Security num- 
bers and tax payment history, 
vulnerable to cyberattacks and 
inappropriate disclosure. 

The audit, which exam- 
ined the period of July 1, 2016 
through Dec. 31, 2018, found 
DOR was not prepared to re- 
spond to or mitigate cyberat- 
tacks faced by it or its vendors. 
The report notes DOR did not 
have procedures in place to 
guide its response to IT secu- 
rity incidents. Additionally, 


the department had not fully 
assessed the IT vulnerabilities 
facing third-party vendors that 
have access to personally iden- 
tifiable information. 

“The Department of Rev- 
enue has incredibly sensitive 
data about every taxpayer 
and business in the common- 
wealth,” Bump said in a press 
release. “Taxpayers have no 
choice but to provide this in- 
formation to DOR, so it has the 
responsibility to do everything 
it can to keep it safe. If this 
information was improperly 
disclosed by the agency or one 
of its vendors, it could wreak 
havoc on the lives of millions 


During the audit period, 
DOR faced a series of incidents 
that inappropriately exposed 
sensitive data. One data breach 
exposed the private information 
including tax payment records 
and tax identification numbers 
of roughly 39,000 business tax- 
payers. Additionally, the audit 
found computer problems de- 
layed child support payments 
to roughly 1,500 parents, and a 
separate computer issue result- 
ed in the agency accidentally 
sent nearly 6,100 mailings re- 
lated to child support payments 
— which include Social Securi- 
ty numbers — to the wrong ad- 
dresses. 


of Bay State residents.” 


Historic Classical to honor 
the end of WWII Jan. 12 


SPRINGFIELD -— _ Historic 
Classical, Inc. will host a series 
of free events this year at Clas- 
sical Condominiums, 235 State 
St., Springfield to commemo- 
rate the 75th anniversary of the 
end of World War II. Five of the 
seven programs will honor the 
local men and women who ei- 
ther fought in World War II or 
through their work at home made 
a significant contribution to the 
war effort. 

The series will begin at 2 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 12 with Der- 
ek Strahan, a local historian and 
author, who will tell the story 
of his grandfather’s experience 
in the Army Air Corps during 
World War II. Theophilus Hec- 
tor Strahan, Jr. (1919-1970) was 
a 1937 graduate of Classical 
High, where he was a member 
of the camera club. This interest 
in photography would carry over 
into the war, where he extensive- 
ly documented his travels around 
the country and overseas during 
his wartime service. 

Using these photographs, 


College 


along with accompanying let- 
ters and other documentation, 
Strahan will show what the war 
looked like for one Classical 
High alumnus, from enlistment 
to training to his time overseas. 
Derek Strahan 1s the editor of the 
website LostNewEngland.com, 
and the author of two books: 
“Lost Springfield, Massachu- 
setts” and “New England Then 
and Now.” He currently serves as 
president of the Springfield Pres- 
ervation Trust. 

Historic Classical, Inc., is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to preserving the legacy of the 
former Classical High School. 
The mission of Historic Clas- 
sical is to keep the history and 
memories of the former high 
school alive by inviting the pub- 
lic to events at the site of the old 
school, where Classical Condo- 
miniums now exist and a muse- 
um of memorabilia is housed. 

For more information or the 
complete schedule, write info@ 
HistoricClassical.org or call 746- 
9067. 


The audit calls on DOR to 


establish an IT strategy com- 
mittee to oversee the agency’s 
technology services, and en- 
courages the department to 
update its agreement with the 
Executive Office of Technology 
Services and Security to clarify 
IT-related roles and responsi- 
bilities between the two offices. 

In its response, DOR said it 
is taking steps to address the is- 
sues identified by the audit. The 
audit notes DOR has designed 
and implemented a training 
program to protect personal 
information and has _ policies 
supporting the protection of 
this data. 


Great Decisions 
discussion group returns 


WILBRAHAM — Reg- 
istration has begun for the 
2020 Great Decisions Dis- 
cussion Group, to be held 
at the Wilbraham Public Li- 
brary beginning in February. 

The topics from the up- 
coming series, selected by 
the Foreign Policy Associ- 
ation, are “Climate Change 
and the Global Order,” “India 
and Pakistan,’ “Red Sea Se- 
curity,” “Modern Slavery and 
Human Trafficking,’ “U.S. 
Relations with the Northern 
Triangle,” “China’s Road to 
Latin America,’ “The Phil- 
ippines and the U.S.,” and 
“Artificial Intelligence and 
Data.” 

Sessions will be held on 
Wednesdays from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, March 
4,11, 18, 25, and April 1, 8 
and 15. Extra meetings have 
been built into the schedule 
to allow for makeup dates 
due to inclement weather. 

Marjorie Schoen has once 


Katrina Surdyka named to Dean’s List 


again volunteered to lead the 
library’s local chapter of this 
national conversation. Past 
participants have found the 
weekly discussions to be 
highly informative and en- 
gaging. 

This year, thanks to a 
generous donation from 
Duke Insurance Brokerage, 
the Great Decisions briefing 
books will be made available 
to purchase through the li- 
brary at a discount. The first 
30 individuals to sign up will 
have the option to buy one 
of the books for $17.50. The 
library will also maintain a 
copy at the front desk so that 
all will have access to the 
book if they choose not to 
purchase one. 

To learn more about the 
Series topics, visit fpa.org/ 
great_decisions or stop by 
the library at 25 Crane Park 
Drive. To register call 596- 
6141. 
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py to participate in the team and are 
excited to continue learning more 
about robotics and technology. 

“This is the first year we’ve 
done this,’ Jonah said. “Hopefully 
we'll do it again in the spring and 
will get even bigger.” 

“T hope there’s a program at the 
high school with a lot of our other 
eighth grade friends,” Jaden said. 

The two explained the compe- 
tition enabled them to meet with 
other students across the state with 
similar interests. While it was a 
competition, Jaden said there was 
more to the experience. 

“We were coding and having fun 
with friends,” he said. “You get to 
socialize while doing work.” 

For Mazza, the experience 
speaks to the heart of the respon- 
sibility of educating young people, 
exposing students to a variety of ex- 
periences and possibilities for their 
futures. 

“They’re setting themselves up 
for a great career,” he said, noting 
that some of the leading names in 
the technology industry are locat- 
ed within an hour’s commute from 
Western Massachusetts. 

With future careers in mind, it 1s 
Mazza’s hope that the team not only 
continues, but morphs into a full 
course offering for all of the mid- 
dle school students in the Hamp- 
den-Wilbraham Regional School 
District. 

“T want a full course of this 
for these kids,’ he said. “Robotics 
iS a growing industry. ... We need 
to recognize the need for this and 
make the investment; robotics is the 
modern day version of typing.” 

Highlighting the potential for 
growth, Mazza said the school at 
which the students competed was 
a full building dedicated to robot- 
ics and technology, not simply for 
Littleton, but five communities. 
He said, with some planning, such 
could be accomplished within dis- 
trict, perhaps even sharing resourc- 
es with other nearby districts to 
create a localized technology hub 
helping to spark future profession- 
als here. 

“There’s no reason we can’t do 
this here,” he said. 

Until then, those in the First 
LEGO League are excited just to 
learn a new skill. Both Jaden and 
Jonah have advice to any student 
wishing to follow in their footsteps: 

“Have fun, try hard and good 
luck,” they said in unison. 





POTSDAM, N.Y. — The State Uni- 
versity of New York at Potsdam recently 
named Katrina Surdyka of Wilbraham to 
the SUNY Potsdam Dean’s List. 

Surdyka, whose major is music edu- 
cation, was among 322 students honored 
for academic excellence in the fall 2019 


semester. 

To achieve the honor of being on the 
Dean’s List, each student must have satis- 
factorily completed 12 numerically-grad- 
ed semester hours, with a grade point aver- 
age of between 3.25 and 3.49 in the given 
semester. 
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Glee Club prepares 
for spring concerts 


WILBRAHAM - While winter has officially only 
just begun, the Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club, conduct- 
ed by Raymond Drury and accompanied by Marcia 
Jackson, is busy preparing to warm the community 
in the spring. 

The Glee Club will present its annual spring con- 
cert series both Sunday, April 28 at First Church of 
Christ, Longmeadow, and Sunday, May 5 at St. Cecil- 
ia’s Catholic Church, Wilbraham. Both concerts will 
begin at 4 p.m. 

The 40-voice ensemble has prepared a varied pro- 
gram consisting of music from such composers as 
Vaughan Williams, Lauridsen, Meade, and Lennon 
and McCartney. Folk songs, pop tunes, Broadway 
classics, patriotic numbers and a few surprises will 
round out the program. 

Both Jackson and Todd Rovelli, music director of 
St. Cecilia’s Church, will perform a short program 
consisting of four-hand piano music, and a small vo- 
cal group gleaned from the larger ensemble will per- 
form a few numbers. The concert series 1s supported 
in part by both The Longmeadow and Wilbraham 
Cultural Councils, and although each concert is free 
of charge, donations are encouraged. 
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PVPA Music Department 
to showcase at 
the Majestic Theatre 


SOUTH HADLEY - The Pioneer Valley Perform- 
ing Arts Charter Public School Music Department will 
present the second iteration of this year’s “We Came to 
Play” Music Department tour, a one night showcase at 
the Majestic Theater. 

The show will take place Tuesay, Jan. 14 with the 
performance beginning at 7 p.m. at the Majestic The- 
ater, 131 Elm St., West Springfield. 

Ticket prices are $20 adult, $10 student (13-18)/se- 
niors/veterans, $5 children 12 and under attending with 
family. Tickets may be purchased by calling the box 
office at 747-7797. 

Under the direction of Mara Levi, Frank Newton, 
Rahul Roy, and Matthew King, music students in four 
ensembles (a jazz ensemble, a rock group, a pop-R&B 
group, and a cappella choir) will showcase their semes- 
ter of work. The music department works to provide 
students the opportunity to play for different audienc- 
es, experience the demands of professional musicians, 
and encourages creativity in the musical process both 
on and off stage. 

PVPA is a regional public charter school serving 
400 students grades 7-12, from more than 60 towns 
throughout Western Massachusetts. 
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State’s Junior Duck 
Stamp contest now 
underway 


Calling all youth artists: The annual Junior Duck 
Stamp contest is now underway, linking the study of wet- 
lands and waterfowl conservation with the creation of 
original artwork. 

Now through Saturday, Feb. 15, students from kin- 
dergarten through grade 12 are invited to submit original 
artwork for this fun and educational competition. The 
process of creating these works of art allows students to 
appreciate the importance of preserving wetland habitats 
and the delights and diversity of wildlife. 

“Even if students do not enter the competition, sci- 
ence and art teachers will value the JDS curriculum as 
a useful resource,’ said Pam Landry, wildlife education 
specialist for the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife. 

The program links the study of wetlands and water- 
fowl conservation with the creation of original artwork, 
as K-12 students learn about the habitat requirements 
of various kinds of ducks and geese. Then the students 
express their knowledge of the beauty, diversity and in- 
terdependence of these species artistically by creating a 
drawing or painting. Artwork is judged in four age group 
categories in a statewide competition; the entry judged 
Best of Show moves on to represent Massachusetts in the 
national JDS competition. 

For more information contact Landry at 508-389- 
6310 or email pam.landry @state.ma.us. 


Art gallery to feature student work 


SPRINGFIELD — The Art Gallery at 
Western New England University will 
host “The Review of Art & Literature” 
now through Jan. 21, 2020. All gallery 
events are free and open to the public. 

The exhibit features works of art sub- 
mitted to the publication by members of 
the University community, including stu- 
dents, faculty, staff and alumni. The Re- 
view 1s a student run publication full of 
art, photography, poetry, prose, screen- 
plays and more. Each year the members 
of the Review select the works they want 


FLAG from page 1 


sions, but agreed that improvements can 
be made. 

“Unfortunately, in our times, people 
are almost used to it,’ he said. “Do we 
have another option for honoring those in 
town as we have done for the past 20 or 
30 years to honor deceased town officials? 
There could be, and it could be something 
to investigate.” 

Davenport added that deceased town 
officials are commemorated on the town’s 
website and acknowledged in the Annual 
Town Report. Flynn suggested an alterna- 
tive method of memorializing Hampden’s 
fallen. 

“One option we’ve talked about is 
the flag at the corner of Rediker’s build- 
ing that is a U.S. flag, and does that need 


to complete their book. 

The Art Gallery showing is a way to 
showcase the selected works in a differ- 
ent forum. The current Review executive 
board members reviewed the photogra- 
phy and art submission from the last few 
years to select what they thought were 
best representations of the work submit- 
ted by students. 

For information and directions to the 
gallery visit wwwl.wne.edu/student-ac- 
tivities/st-germain-campus-center.cfm or 
call the university at 782-1203. 


to be? We have two U.S. flags on Allen 
Street already; one at the Senior Center 
and one at the Police Station. Perhaps we 
should transition that flag to a town flag,” 
said Flynn, who also added that location 
is “very visible.” 

Despite her past differences with Fly- 
nn, Glover agreed with his recommenda- 
tion. She too believes that lowering a town 
flag could solve the dilemma while honor- 
ing those who have passed. 

“Tt doesn’t cause reverence for the flag 
to be lowered all the time for local offi- 
cials, but I think replacing a U.S. flag at 
Rediker’s with the town flag and lowering 
that would honor the people in our com- 
munity that have deceased,’ she said. 

A decision was not produced by the 
Dec. 30 discussion, but the item will re- 
main relevant until a solution is found. 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 


the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 


We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 


turley.com. 
A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
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asked for a 5 percent income tax, and it’s 

taken this long for Beacon Hill to com- 
ply. As of last week, the “temporary” income 
tax hike instituted by Gov. Mike Dukakis in 
1989 is finally history. 

It’s history worth remembering, especially 
since so many people are too young to remem- 
ber it all: Massachusetts’ state income tax was 
5 percent as the state faced a budget crunch in 
the late 1980s, and Dukakis and the Legislature 
raised it to a “temporary” 5.95 percent, intend- 
ed to last a year and a half, to meet the crisis. 
Instead of repealing this tax, the state raised the 
rate again in 1990, to 6.25 percent. There were 
reductions in 1992 and 2000, but it was still 
5.85 percent a decade after the “temporary” 
hikes. 

In 2000, voters approved a plan to reduce 
the income tax to 5.6 percent in 2001, 5.3 in 
2002 and 5.0 in 2003. Though this was a bind- 
ing question with 60 percent support, the Leg- 
islature passed a law in 2002 replacing the last 
two years of the timeline with a new plan to re- 


ik decades ago, voters in Massachusetts 


duce the tax by 0.05 percent annually whenev- 
er certain state revenue targets were met. That 
meant it would have taken at least 12 years to 
get back to 5 percent, rather than the two re- 
maining years that voters had demanded. It ac- 
tually took 18 years, because revenues missed 
their benchmarks during some recession years. 

Whether the Dukakis tax hike was nec- 
essary or helpful isn’t the point. Whether the 
2000 tax rollback vote was necessary or help- 
ful isn’t the point. The fact is that the voters 
of Massachusetts asked for a 5 percent income 
tax. They deserved the fruits — including any 
negative consequences — of this decision. In- 
stead, their elected “public servants” subverted 
their will with a delay tactic that lasted nearly 
two decades. 

Sadly, this income tax rollback isn’t hap- 
pening because legislators and the governor fi- 
nally wised up to the fact that they work for us. 
It’s happening because the economy is healthy 
and state revenue is growing both from taxes 
on rising incomes and from several new sourc- 
es — on maryuana sales, on legalized casinos, 
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Tax break ends decades of delay 


on Airbnb-style rentals. Massachusetts has fi- 
nally hit all the economic targets. 

It only took 18 years. Think about that. A 
one-month-old baby alive when the voters de- 
manded a 5 percent income tax spent her entire 
childhood in a household where her parents 
paid a tax rate that voters had rejected; got her 
first job as a teenager and still paid a tax rate 
that voters had rejected; and was able to cast a 
ballot in 2018 for a Legislature and governor 
who had helped ensure that she and her parents 
were still being overtaxed. 

And that’s only counting back to the repeal 
vote. There are 30-year-olds with solid careers 
who have lived their entire lives during Duka- 
kis’ “temporary” state income tax hike. For the 
generation that has never paid a state income 
tax as low as 5 percent, this year’s reduction is 
nothing but good news. 

For those who have had to live with broken 
promises for three decades, there’s only one 
thing to say about what this saga has done to 
their faith in politics — it’s been taxing. 








NEW YEAR’S 
WISH 


By Lou Scungio 
Wilbraham 


The eve of New Year’s is a time 

to gather with your friends, 

to look back on the year just past, 

to cheer or make amends, 

to wonder if we did enough 

to make each season shine, 

to give a toast to future friends 

or those we left behind. 

We gather with our hearts a-glow, 

with plans and hopes galore, 

and wish that only good news 
comes 

to settle at our door. 

So raise your glasses way up high 

and say to all you see 

to pray that peace will settle here 

and bring prosperity. 
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The first gardening questions of the New Year 


reader from Ware wrote in with 
Ac question for the Garden 

Lady: “I love reading about 
your glorious pepper harvest each sum- 
mer. I have been researching a number 
of varieties that promise good results. 
Is it too early to start seeds indoors 
now?” 

Yes! The best garden-ready pepper 
plants are started eight to 10 weeks 
before transplanting outdoors. To de- 
termine when seeds should be sown 
simply count backwards from Memori- 
al Day, our frost-free target date for transplanting 
heat-loving plants outdoors. I came up with 10 
weeks being March 21. If you add another week 
for proper hardening off, around March 14 would 
be a great date to start your peppers. While this 
date may sound late, try your best to hold back 
your enthusiasm for a couple months and you 
will be rewarded with a better harvest come sum- 
mertime. Plants that go into the ground leggy and 
root bound (often the case when started too early) 
as well as those with flowers and immature fruit, 
will often remain stunted and produce poorly 
compared to properly timed, deep green, stocky 
seedlings. Another tip: Use a finely ground, soil- 
less peat-based growing mix instead of garden 
soil for sowing seeds. It will drain well, yet re- 
tain enough moisture for germination and plant 
growth without the added threat of disease. 

A gardener from Palmer wants to find a source 
for heirloom flower seeds. “Can you recommend 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


hw 7! | 
Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 





any reputable seed companies that ca- 
ter to those of us interested in growing 
old-fashioned plants?” 

Consider shopping for seeds of 
old-fashioned flowers locally in Stur- 
bridge at OSV’s Museum Gift Shop. 
Many of them have incredibly inter- 
esting characteristics and equally inter- 
esting, corresponding names. Consider 
Love Lies Bleeding, Tassle Flower, Bee 
Larkspur and Canary Creeper! Not to 
mention Love in a Puff, Ragged Rob- 
in, or Monkshood. Seeds are typically 
available by mid-March. You'll be happy to know 
that many of the seeds for sale are saved from 
plants growing right on the premises. Another 
great source for old-fashioned flowers is Select 
Seeds, a mail-order seed and plant business locat- 
ed in Union, Connecticut. Call 1-800-684-0395 
or go online to www.selectseeds.com to request 
the 2007 catalog. 

This question came to me from a reader who 
lives in Ware: “My Christmas cactus has just 
about finished blooming. It was simply breath- 
taking this year. What can I do to insure that is 
blooms just as well next Christmas?” 

My Babci’s Christmas cactus has had its last 
flower of the season as well. I’Il be following this 
same advice: First, concentrate on plant care. 
Once the plant has finished blooming it will go 
into a period of rest, and will need very little wa- 
ter for nearly two months. When growth resumes 
in spring, water when the soil surface is dry to the 


touch and provide it with a dose of half-strength 
liquid fertilizer. Place in indirect light, an east or 
north facing window is best. During the summer 
months the plant can go outdoors as long as it is 
kept in filtered light. It will rest again in early fall, 
prior to bud set. You’ll notice that it won’t be as 
thirsty during this period, so water accordingly. 

Then, consider the two environmental factors 
that are responsible for coaxing a Christmas cac- 
tus into bloom. The first is temperature and the 
second 1s light. If temperatures at night range be- 
tween 55 and 60 degrees for a six-week period, 
the plant will set buds regardless of day length. If 
temperatures run higher than that, 13 hours of un- 
interrupted darkness will bring about buds. Sim- 
ply put the plant to bed each night from 6 p.m. 
To 8 a.m. until buds form. If your plant sets buds 
and then drops them prior to full bloom it is likely 
due to overwatering or exposure. For this reason 
keep it away from drafty windows, doorways or 
radiators. This sounds like hard work, but is real- 
ly quite simple. I’m sure you'll be delighted with 
breathtaking flowers next Christmas as well! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening Ques- 
tion” in the subject line. 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
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appear in this paper and 
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rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
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The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Quick hits for the community 


nowing that I always include a 
kK joke at the end of this weekly 
column, my son Clarke Bennett 
and his wife Jessica gave me a relevant 
Christmas present that I will be able to 
use in the Talk of the Towns. Called “Dad 
Jokes — Hilarious jokes for the whole 
family” it is published by Solve it Games 
(solveitgames.com). I will provide you 
with a few of them at the beginning and 
then some more at the end: 





Q: Why couldn’t the motorcycle stand 
on its own? A: It was two tired. 


Kid: Dad, did you get a haircut? Dad: 
No, I got ALL MY hairs cut. 


Velcro. What a rip off. 


Kid: What chores are you doing 
today, Dad’? Dad: Vacuuming, it sucks. 


Grocery Store Clerk: Sir, would you 
like your milk in a bag? Dad: Heavens, 
no! Just leave it in the carton! 


Thanks to Wilbraham sportswriter 
Garry Brown of The Republican for 
reporting that Hampden’s Peter Fatse, 
only 32-years-old, will be the new 
assistant hitting coach for the Boston Red 
Sox. He will be reporting to Ft. Meyers to 
begin Spring Training next month where 
he will assist Sox hitting coach Tim 
Hyers. Peter played at Minnechaug and 
then UConn where one of his teammates 
was Sox pitcher Matt Barnes. I 
remember that he was a great player 
for the Falcons when the Times covered 
the team. Dave Miles photographed 
him often. Peter spent two seasons 
in the Minnesota Twins organization 
before coming back to the area to start 
Advanced Performance Academy of 
Palmer, providing instruction to local 
players according to Garry. He became 
well known in his field and that led to 
the Twins hiring him as a minor league 
hitting instructor. That prompted the 
Red Sox to hire him last fall. He won’t 
be much older than the players but 
that won’t be a problem because of the 
experience he has gained working with 
the Twins. With him on board, let’s hope 
the Sox have a better year in 2020. 


Hope you~ all enjoyed _ the 
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page at your incredible destinations. 





When you travel this summer take us along for [a] , 
the trio and be sure to take a photo with the front 


We look forward to seeing where you go! 


railroads topic in the “Historical 
Wilbraham” issue of the Dec. 26 Times 
(wilbrahamhampdentimes. 
turley.com/wht-archives/ 
wht12.26.19.pdf). I had two 
valuable sources to educate 
me on the history of the 
railroads in Wilbraham, 
retired fire chief Dave 
Bourcier and history buff 
Ted Malysz. Lots of folks 
know Dave but Ted is 
quickly becoming = well- 
known as a knowledgeable 
member of the Wilbraham 
Historical Commission and 
a popular attendee of the Old Meeting 
House Museum open houses. Both Ted 
and Dave, model train enthusiasts, have 
been recently hiking together at sites of 
old railroad tracks in town. Ted is also 
researching information on the long- 
gone Worlds End nightclub, a speak- 
easy and dinner-dancehall off Burleigh 
Road in Wilbraham during Prohibition. 
If anyone has material to share about the 
history of World’s End they can email me 
at cbennett4765 @charter.net and I will 
forward it to Ted. 





TALK 


OF THE TOWNS 





Charles F. Bennett 





Society. Anyone interested in becoming 
a member of the Atheneum Society 
can call its president Lucy 
Peltier at 413-530-0678. 
Two popular town 
employees will be retiring 
soon: Wilbraham ‘Town 
Engineer Ed Miga and 
Senior Center Activities 
Director Mary Ellen 
Schmidt. Both will have 
retirement parties this month, 
open to the public. 
Ed’s party will be on 
Friday, Jan. 17 from 5 to 
9 p.m. at the Country Club 
of Wilbraham, 859 Stony Hill Road. 
There will be a social hour, cash bar and 
hors d’oeuvres. Tickets at $30 each are 
available at the Town Hall. 

Mary Ellen’s farewell luncheon will 
be on Tuesday, Jan. 21 at noon at the 
Wilbraham Senior Center. Menu will be 
Eggplant Rollatini with Ziti, provided by 
Greater Springfield Senior Services, Inc. 
Dessert and Raffle prize will be provided 
by Homewatch Caregivers. Noah Lis 
will entertain. The luncheon is all sold 
out. 





News From Yesteryear 


59 Years Ago 
Snowstorms Add Days to School Schedule 
Here is a news clipping reported by my mom, Ethel M. Bennett, who was 
the Wilbraham correspondent for the Springfield daily newspaper The Morning 
Union from the 1940’s through 1970’s. From an Jan. 25, 1961 edition. “Because 
of sessions lost in recent snowstorms, the 1960-61 schedule which provided for 
180 school days will be adjusted to recover these days, Supt. Of Schools Irving 


H. Agard announced Tuesday. 


Schools will be in session Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 20 and 21, with the 
winter vacation reduced to Feb. 22, 23 and 24. Also, the spring vacation will be 
shortened. Additional lost days will be made up by extending the school year into 


the week of June 23, Agard said.” 


And speaking of the Old Meeting 
House Museum, the Board of Trustees 
of the Wilbraham Atheneum Society 
who oversee the museum for the town, 
welcomed two new trustees at their Jan. 
3: Nick DeCondio and Karen Geoghan. 
Nick is an executive for Big Y based in 
Ware and Karen is an accomplished 
professional photographer. They are both 
members of the Springfield Photographic 
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A Retirement Party for Mary Ellen 
will be also be held on Friday, Jan. 24 
starting at 5 p.m. at the Ludlow Country 
Club. The $25 ticket includes, cash bar, 
buffet dinner, group gift and music for 
dancing. Tickets are available at the 
Senior Center Front Desk. 

This Saturday Jan. 11 at 4:30 p.m. the 
Wilbraham United Players will present 
a vocal concert at Wilbraham United 





publications. 
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IS KNOCKING 
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Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the position 
of editor for two of its weekly publications, the Journal Register, which 
covers Palmer and surrounding towns, and the Ludlow Register. This full- 
time position is based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St. 

The successful candidate will have strong community journalism 
Skills. They must also be able to manage a staff writer, including copy 
editing and guiding coverage. The editor is also expected to gather news 
and write stories for the two papers as well as for other companywide 


This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision for growing and 
connecting with our valued readers, and who enjoys community 


Qualifications should include: 
e Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
e Willingness to mentor a staff writer and correspondents 
e Own camera and photography experience preferred 
e Editing experience and ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 
deadline-driven environment 
¢ Proficiency in Associated Press style 
¢ Management experience and/or experience managing content 
for a print publication. 
Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Church featuring their young adult 
performers. This concert is a benefit to 
help with a scholarship for Catherine 
Martin, one of their active members, so 
that she can continue with the “Up With 
People” program for her second semester. 
The concert is “free” but there will be a 
free will offering taken. The cast features 
Carolyn Averill, Meaghan Callahan, 
Christina Chenier, Casey Dion, Austin 
Kopp, Jay Lee, Catherine Martin and 
is accompanied by Larry Picard. 

While winter is in full force, the 
Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club, conducted 
by Ray Drury and accompanied by 
Marcia Jackson, is busy preparing to 
warm the community in the spring. The 
Glee Club will present its annual spring 
concert Sunday, May 5 at St. Cecilia’s 
Catholic Church, Wilbraham. The 
concert begins at 4 p.m. The 40-voice 
ensemble has prepared a varied program 
consisting of music from such composers 
as Vaughan Williams, Lauridsen, Meade, 
and Lennon and McCartney. Folk songs, 
pop tunes, Broadway classics, patriotic 
numbers and a few surprises will round 
out the program. Both Marcia and Todd 
Rovelli, music director of St. Cecilia’s 
Church, will perform a short program 
consisting of four-hand piano music, 
and a small vocal group gleaned from 
the larger ensemble will perform a few 
numbers. The concert series is supported 
in part by the Wilbraham Cultural 
Council, and although each concert is 
free of charge, donations are encouraged. 


More Dad jokes: 

Q: How did the restaurant critic 
review the new diner on the moon? A: 
Great food, no atmosphere. 

Q: What do you call a man with one 
rubber toe? A: Roberto. 

Q: What did one goldfish say to the 
other goldfish in the tank? A: “Any idea 
how to drive this thing?” 

Q: How do you make a squid laugh? 
A: With ten-tickles. 


Does your club have an upcoming 
meeting? Do you have a special birthday 
or anniversary coming up? Have someone 
you would like to salute? Please send the 
information including the contact info to 
cbennett4765 @ charter. net. 


LOCAL 
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§ OBITUARIES 








Death 
Notices 


Henrye, Cecile B. 
Died Dec. 18, 2019 
Memorial Mass Jan. 
14, 2020, 10 a.m. 
St. Patrick’s Church, 
Monson 


Flynn, Sheila (Ryan) 
Died Jan. 2, 2020 
Liturgy of Christian 
Burial Jan. 10, 2020 
St. Mary’s Church, 
Hampden 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





gANDALL's 
FARM 
& GREENHOUSR 





Sheila (Ryan) Flynn 
(1934-2020) 


Sheila (Ryan) Flynn, 85, a long- 
time resident of Hampden, Bally- 
heigue, Co. Kerry, Ireland and Gro- 
ton Long Point, Connecticut, passed 
away peacefully on Jan. 2, 2020 sur- 
rounded by her loving family. Shei- 
la was born in Webster on July 18, 
1934, the daughter of the late Frank 
and Mary (Henry) Ryan. She was a graduate of Webster 
High School and continued her education at the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts-Amherst where she received her 
bachelor’s degree in education and was a member/presi- 
dent of the Kappa Theta sorority. 

A faithful parishioner of St. Mary’s Church in Hamp- 
den, she spent over 30 years creating beautiful gardens 
at the church shrine for all to enjoy. Sheila had a kind 
and friendly spirit, making everyone who knew her feel 
warm and loved. She enjoyed sharing stories about places 
she had traveled, adventures she had taken, and people 
she had once known but never forgotten. She was a tire- 
less volunteer for the PTA, the Boy Scouts, Minnechaug 
sports, the town of Hampden, and whoever needed her 
help at that moment. When her time wasn’t occupied by 
volunteering, family, or gardening, she read mystery nov- 
els, solved crossword puzzles, watched Jeopardy, and re- 
searched her family’s Irish roots. Her family treasured her 
and never took her for granted. 

In addition to her parents she was also predeceased by 
her beloved husband of 59 years, John M. Flynn, on Dec. 
27, 2012. She is survived by her eight devoted children, 
Thomas Flynn and his wife, Cathiann, of Beverly Hills, 
Florida, John D. Flynn and his wife, Diane, of Hampden, 
Jillen Holmes and her husband, Thomas, of Somerville, 
Michael Flynn and his wife, Janice, of Groton Long 
Point, Connecticut, Daniel Flynn and his wife, Marcia, 
of West Brookfield, Megan Ashe and her husband, Terry, 
of Newburyport, Cornelius Flynn and his wife, Cindy, of 
Hampden, and Francis Flynn and his wife, Christina, of 
Stanford, California. She also leaves 25 cherished grand- 
children and five great-granddaughters. 

Family and friends will gather and remember Sheila 
on Thursday, Jan. 9 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Byron Keenan 
Funeral Home and Cremation Tribute Center, 1858 Al- 
len St., Springfield. Friends are asked to meet at 10 a.m. 
on Friday, Jan. 10 for a Liturgy of Christian Burial in St. 
Mary’s Church in Hampden. Burial will follow in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery in Hampden, for a final goodbye. Me- 
morial contributions may be made to St. Mary’s Shrine 
Fund, 27 Somers Road, Hampden, MA, 01036 or St. Ju- 
de’s Research Hospital for Children, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN, 38105. For more information visit www. 
byronkeenan.com. 
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As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the 
issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we 
should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate 
the fabric of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide 
funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for Wiloraham Hampden Times, please 


email twitkop@turley.com. 
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M HEALTH & WELLNESS 





Families invited to talk 


about vaping Jan. 28 


WILBRAHAM - Families in Hamp- 
den and Wilbraham, as well as residents 
concerned about vaping among youth, 
are invited to Wilbraham Middle School 
Tuesday, Jan. 28 for a free conversation 
titled “Let’s Talk about Vaping,” coordi- 
nated by the Hampden- Wilbraham Part- 
ners for Youth Coalition. 

The program has been rescheduled as 
a result of winter weather Dec. 3. In the 
event of another weather event, the pro- 
gram will take place Thursday, Jan. 30. 

The evening begins at 5:15 p.m. with 
a pasta dinner courtesy of the Rotary 
Club of Wilbraham-Hampden. All guests 
will receive a ticket for a door prize raffle 
and are encouraged to visit community 
information and resource tables. 

Child care will be available from 5:45 
to 7:45 p.m., courtesy of the Minnechaug 
Regional High School Student Council. 

The conversation will take place 
from 6 to 7:45 p.m., including a keynote 
address from Dr. Jilla Sabeti, a neuro- 
pharmacologist and associate professor 
at Western New England University. 
Her talk is titled “Why We Need to Talk 


about Vaping.” 

As part of the conversation, there 
will be a panel discussion with various 
community stakeholders and experts, in- 
cluding Dr. Amy Kasper of Pediatric & 
Adolescent Medicine, Wilbraham Mid- 
dle School Assistant Principal Serenity 
Greenwood, Sara Moriarty of the Hamp- 
den County Tobacco Free Community 
Partnership, and Minnechaug Regional 
High School students Mike Talaia and 
Alexandra Karpinksi. A question and 
answer session will follow, time-permit- 
ting. 

While free, for planning purposes 
guests are asked to register in advance, 
including how many adults and students 
will be attending, and if child care 1s 
necessary. Folks may also submit vaping 
questions and concerns ahead of time. 

For more information or to register, 
contact HWP4Y Coordinator Ruth Di- 
Cristoforo at 566-5060 ext. 17 or email 
rdiscristoforo @hwrsd.org. 

For resources or to get involved with 
HWP4Y, visit hwp4y.org. 


Fundraiser sprouts hope 
for cancer research 


HAMPDEN -— In a partnership with 
the American Cancer Society, now 
through Feb. 21, the Hampden Senior 
Center will take orders for potted daf- 
fodils to raise funds for cancer research 
and advocacy. 

Daffodils are a symbol of hope and 
life, and the campaign seeks to deliv- 
er thousands of flowers nationwide to 
raise awareness and funds for the fight 


against cancer. The mini potted daffodils 
are available at a cost of $15 and will be 
delivered to the Hampden Senior Center 
for pick-up in late March. Funds will 
benefit the American Cancer Society. 

To place an order or for more infor- 
mation, contact the center at 566-5588 
or visit 104 Allen St. Checks should be 
made payable to “Town of Hampden.” 


M PUBLIC NOTICES 


Commonwealth of 


UNDER THE 


Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD19P2443EA 
Kstate of: 

Elinor Ruth Kimmer 
Date of Death: 11/04/2019 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by: Janice K. Dunn of 
Conway, SC requesting that 
the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Janice K. Dunn of 
Conway, SC be appointed as 


Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administra- 
tion. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding . To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 01/21/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 


MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal 
Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsu- 
pervised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts. with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the adminis- 
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 24, 2019 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
1/09/2020 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


VISIT 
www. publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 
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Children, teens challenged 
to read this winter 


WILBRAHAM -— This win- 
ter, children and teens are encour- 
aged to open their imaginations 
and a few books, participating in 
the second Winter Reading Chal- 
lenge at the Wilbraham Public 
Library. 

The program runs throughout 
the month of January. Registra- 
tion is now underway. 

“Children read one to three 
books of their choice and log 
them online by Jan. 31,’ Youth 
Services Librarian Heidi Kane 
said. ““Teens need to write a book 
review. They will receive up to 
three tickets to enter into our 
winter raffle of prizes and gift 
cards.” 

All of the prizes were donat- 
ed by the Friends of the Wilbra- 


ham Public Library. 

Kane said participants must 
log their reading through Bean- 
stack, the same service used by 
teens throughout the year and 
in the annual Summer Reading 
Program. Additionally, teens 
must log a book review. 

Challengers will receive up to 
three raffle tickets, which will be 
available to pick-up at the library 
starting Jan. 30. All tickets must 
be entered into the raffle no later 
than 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8. The 
winners will be drawn and noti- 
fied Tuesday, Feb. 11. 

For more information or to 
register, visit the library at 25 
Crane Park Drive, call 596-6141 
or visit wilbrahamlibrary.org. 
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NEWS ABOUT TOWN & 


‘Tech Tuesdays’ continue at WPL this winter 


WILBRAHAM -—_ Those 
looking for help with their 
smartphone, email or laptop are 
invited to “Tech Tuesdays” at 
the Wilbraham Public Library. 

Students from the Wilbra- 
ham & Monson Academy Ser- 
vice Team, joined by faculty 
adviser John Lombard, will be 
available Tuesdays, Jan. 14, 21 
and 28 from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 


“We’ve had great success 
with the service team coming 
in the spring and fall, and we’re 
excited to offer the opportunity 
again,’ said Assistant Library 
Director Mary Bell. “Several 
people have been thrilled with 
working with the students. 
There’s really no limit to what 
kind of questions you can ask 
about using your device or sim- 


ply learning a new skill.” 

Participants will work one- 
on-one with a student for up to 
an hour. Advance registration 1s 
recommended and will be given 
preference, but drop-ins are also 
welcome. Folks may sign up for 
one or multiple dates. 

To register or for more infor- 
mation, call the library at 413- 
596-6141. 


Children invited to read to Cadence at WPL 


WILBRAHAM — Megan 
Marshall, a volunteer from 
Bright Spot Reading Buddies, 
will be offering her services by 
bringing Cadence, her dog, to 
the Wilbraham Public Library 
to have children read to her. She 
will be at the library one Tues- 
day a month, starting in Janu- 


ary. 
Children ages 5 and up will 
be able to sign up for a 10-min- 
ute slot to read to Marshall’s 
friendly, furry, companion. Par- 
ticipants are asked to bring a 
picture book to read or a couple 
pages from a chapter book. This 
program is designed to help 


DREAM from page 1 


a lasting legacy through music and theater. 

“We would go where we’re needed,’ 
Martin said of the experience, noting that 
they worked with organizations like Rotary 
International, Habitat for Humanity, Boys 
& Girls Clubs and others to build houses, 
clean communities and do whatever tasks 
were necessary to better lives. 

Last year, she told The Times she want- 
ed “impact beyond my community.” With 
her semester with organization complete, 
Martin is hoping to go back for one more 
tour that leaves in mid-January. 

“T’m excited to do more,’ she said. “It 
made me realize how much passion I have, 
to continuously be growing as a person.” 

Just like last year, her friends and fam- 
ily at the Wilbraham United Players have 
stepped up to help her pay for the $17,000 
tuition, of which she needs roughly $2,000 
to go back. The group will perform a Vocal 
Concert this Saturday, Jan. 11 at 4:30 p.m. 
The single performance will take place at 
Wilbraham United Church, 500 Main St. 


BROADBAND from page 1 


Selectman Robert Boilard questioned 
whether there has been pushback or nega- 
tive repercussions for communities taking 
on such projects from the cable compa- 
nies and other internet service providers. 

“They hate it,’ Christensen said of 
the providers. “Their strategy is to fight 
through political measures then drop their 
price for competition.” 

Christensen noted by getting custom- 
ers to sign a legal document committing 
them to the network, the town would be 
able to handle any such pushback from an 
internet service provider. 

For now, there is no project and select- 
men took no action with financial impli- 
cations. Selectmen did unanimously vote 
to engage with Entry Point to come back 
with a proposal for the town that would 


Givin 


with TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 


If you are a non-profit please send us your events to add to 
our calendar section at no Charge to your organization. 


We want to help you get the word out to the Community on 
what you are doing and when you are doing it. 


WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL! 
If your event needs more attention, please consider running 


an advertisement in your community paper, call today 413-283-8393. 
Please let us know you are a non-profit, so we can better serve you. 
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and there is a suggested donation of $20 for 
admission. 

Among the cast for the evening are some 
of the best young talent in the Players, like 
Carolyn Averill, Meaghan Callahan, Chris- 
tina Chenier, Casey Dion, Austin Kopp and 
Jay Lee. 

Lee said he is excited to perform on 
stage with his friends and just as excited to 
help Martin, known by her friends as “Cat,” 
get back to living her dream. 

‘“She’s just this ball of energy,’ he said, 
noting he’s heard all of her stories and the 
great work the organization has done. “We 


for the first time I’ve been called a leader 
and genuinely believe it,’ she said, noting 
she facilitated workshops for 300 people, 
learned to set-up and break down lighting, 
and more. Going back, she hopes to further 
develop her newfound passion: “empower- 
ing others, especially women.” 

This semester, Martin said the tour 
would likely take her through the South- 
western U.S., Saskatchewan, Canada, Bel- 
gium and the Netherlands. 

“T want to go back and help people,” she 
said. “Performing was fun, but I loved being 
able to help people.” 


have the chance to get her back again.” 

Lee said he’s looking forward to 
singing some duets, including one with 
Averill. He noted one new song he’s ex- 
cited to perform is “Santa Fe” from the 
musical “Newsies.” 

“T just love performing with this 
group of people,” Lee said. 

For Martin, her experience with Up 
With People has had a profound impact 
on her life and helped her realize her po- 
tential, particularly her ability to lead. 

“T’ve been called a leader before but 
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outline proposed costs. Any action to 
build the network would require Town 
Meeting authorization. 

In the meantime, the Broadband Adv1- 
sory Committee is hard at work gauging 
community interest and educating resi- 
dents. In the coming weeks, they hope to 
go live with their website wilbrahamfiber. 
com, which will outline the project they 
envision for the town. On the site will be 
a survey that will help gauge interest and 
drive planning discussions. 

“Each year we delay accomplishing 
this project we are wastefully spending 
as a community $1,200,000 on inferior 
service,’ Broadband Advisory Commit- 
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41. Commercial 
42. Style someone’s 
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5. Editing 


4. Puts in place 


children gain confidence and 
reduce anxiety about reading. 

Dates are: Feb. 4, March 3, 
and April 7. Registration is re- 
quired. For more information 
or to register, call 596-6141 or 
visit wilbrahamlibrary.org. 


Legislative aide 
to visit WSC 


WILBRAHAM —_ Jennifer 
Metsch, legislative aide for state 
Sen. Eric Lesser (D-Longmead- 
ow), will be available to meet 
with constituents later this month 
at the Wilbraham Senior Center, 
45 Post Office Park. Metsch will 
visit the center at 12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 22 to address 
questions and concerns. 
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36. Performs on stage 
37. Slang for money 


tee Chairman Robert Tourville told The 
Times. “That is $240,000 per year for me 
and every other individual or $4.61 each 
and every week. I could spend that money 
on something else like food.” 


5. Popular FOX TV 


hair 


6. In the course of 


38. Large Russian pie 


11. Recurring from 


44, Biu-Mandara 
language 
46. Actress Spelling 


show 


time to time 


7. Helps injured 
people (abbr.) 
8. Ou trial judge 


40. The Mount 
Rushmore State 
43. Narrow inlet 





Back 





14. Criticized severely 

15. Musician 

18. German urban 
center 

19. Quenched 

21. Human gene 

23. Indian music 

24. Accumulate 

28. One who 
graduated 

29. Atomic #109 

30. Semitic fertility god 

32. sportscaster 
Patrick 

33. Child’s dining 
accessory 

35. Payment (abbr.) 

36. Guitarist’s tool 

39. Dabbling ducks 


47. Large hole in the 
ground 

49. One-masted 
Sailboats 

52. Tropical Asian plant 

56. Concurs 

58. Latin term for 
charity 

60. The number 
below the line ina 
fraction 

62. Reddish browns 

63. This (Spanish) 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Belong to he 

2. One time only 

3. Parent-teacher 
groups 


9. Resist authority 
(slang) 

10. Formerly alkenols 

12. “Cheers” actress 
Perlman 

13. Jewelled 
headdress 

16. Viking Age poet 

17. Vanuatu island 

20. Wish harm upon 

22. Unit of length 

25. Blood type 

26. Drain 

2/7. Do-gooders 

29. Advanced degree 

31. Business 
designation 

34. Chinese-American 
actress Ling 


45. News organization 
(abbr.) 

48. Scarlett’s home 

50. Micturates 

51. Monetary unit 

53. Any customary 
observance or 
practice 

54. Sons of Poseidon 

55. Facilitates grocery 
shopping 

57. Standard operating 
procedure 

58. Former OSS 

59. Midway between 
south and 
southeast 

61. The Wolverine 
State 
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Say farewell to activities 
coordinator at luncheon, party 


WILBRAHAM - Folks are invited to 
the Wilbraham Senior Center Tuesday, 
Jan. 21 to say goodbye to longtime Vol- 
unteer and Activities Coordinator Mary 
Ellen Schmidt during a noon luncheon. 

The menu consists of Eggplant Rol- 
latini with Ziti, provided by Greater 
Springfield Senior Services Inc., dessert 
and raffle prizes provided by Home- 
watch Caregivers. Musical entertain- 
ment will be provided by Palmer native 
and contestant on NBC’s “The Voice” 
Noah Lis. 


Cost is $2 and registration is required 
as space is limited. For more informa- 
tion or to register, visit the Front Desk at 
45 Post Office Park or call 596-8379 by 
Monday, Jan. 13. 

Additionally, a retirement party for 
Schmidt will take place Friday, Jan. 24 
at the Ludlow Country Club beginning 
at 5 p.m. The function includes buffet 
dinner, music for dancing and a cash bar. 

Tickets, available at a cost of $25, are 
available through the Wilbraham Senior 
Center. 
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Drivers needed 
at Senior Center 


WILBRAHAM - Residents interested in 
giving time to help older adults in the com- 
munity are currently in need at the Wilbra- 
ham Senior Center. 

Presently there is a need for drivers to 
transport Wilbraham seniors to medical ap- 
pointments and weekend Meals on Wheels 
drivers to deliver lunch to roughly 12 senior 
households in town on weekends between 
the hours of 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

Those with interest in volunteering at the 
senior center may visit the Front Desk at 45 
Post Office Park or call 596-8379. 


January 9, 2020 


Center collecting for 
homebound seniors 


HAMPDEN —- The Hampden Senior 
Center, 104 Allen St., invites the commu- 
nity to warm their hearts by helping warm 
those of others. This winter, the center is 
accepting monetary donations to purchase 
soup, tea and hot chocolate for home- 
bound Hampden seniors. 

Those with spare change may make 
donations in a jar located in the main lob- 
by of the building. Those with knowledge 
of an individual who could use assistance 
are encouraged to contact the senior cen- 
ter at 566-5588. 


Meet 
Baher! 


He is a 9 year old 
black lab. He loves 
being mischievous, 


eating peanut butter, 


taking naps and 


going for walks in 


the woods with his 


owner Aiden Caban. 


DID YOU GET A NEW 
PET FOR CHRISTMAS? 


Now that you have a new friend, it’s best 
to be prepared to prevent confusion and 


stress for both you and your pet. 


eve Establish the rules. Decide who's 


responsible for what: grooming, feeding, 
exercising, cleaning and play-time. Also 
establish all areas that are “off limits” for 
your new pet. For example, you may not 
want your pet to sleep on the bed. 


Have all the necessary supplies ready. 
Examples are food, bowls, leash or 
harness, collar, brush, and so on. 


Safety. Make sure everyone knows how to 
safely handle your pet. 


Pet-proof your home. Lock away 
household chemicals such as cleansers, 
insecticide, antifreeze and others. Be 
sure to clean up spills immediately. Many 
houseplants are poisonous, so keep them 
out of reach. 


Tie electrical cords out of the way, if you 
can. Dogs and cats can chew on electrical 
cords - or even catch them while walking 
(or running!), causing lamps, TVs and 


radios to fall. 
Keep doors closed - this includes the 
doors to your washer and dryer, your 


closets, the cupboards... inquisitive little 
animals can sneak in just about anywhere! 


For more information on animal safety, 


please visit 
www.aspca.org 
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» PET PAGE 


READERS! 


Send in your pet photos to be featured as “Pet of _ 
Month.” Email your photos to: jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name. 
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141 Porter Road 
East Longmeadow MA 


413-525-3532 


www.porterroadpetcare.com/wht 


SPA Services Available 
Baths 
Manicures 
Haircuts 
(Boarding not required for grooming services) 


Ss. Day Care * 


Boarding 
All Inclusive Packages 
Heated Floors 
Large Indoor/Outdoor Accommodations 
Playtime Available- fenced in 1/4 acre lot 
Dogs $25/day « Cats $15/day 


——— 
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Animal Hospital 


Andrew R. Hersman, DVM 
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 
William D. Anderson, DVM ri a 
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM aa 1 
Denise Chiminiello, DVM = 
Leah Guidry, DVM 


PET GROOMING | 
We Groom both Dogs & Cats! 


10% Senior Discount 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 


413.222.8875 


Open by Appointment Only 


106 Brimfield Road 
Monson, MA 


Michelle Lagimoniere 
Owner/Groomer 


a, 


a > 
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E. Sptld. Veterinary Hospital 
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA 
413.739.6389 ¢ esvhospital.com 
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291) 
Open Nights & Weekends 


Wilbraham Animal Hospital 
2424 Boston Road 
Wilbraham, MA 

413.596.8395 
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com 


Got Your 
Attention? 


Advertise on the Pet 
Page and give your 
business the exposure 
it needs to succeed. 


Call Jocelyn Walker at 
413-283-8393 


Keeping Your Pet 
Happy and Healthy 


Penny M Peck, DVM « Carolina Joos, DVM 
Laura Cyran, DVM e Maryanne Mack, DVM 
Krystle Schultz, DVM 


*Now accepting new clients. 
We always try to see all of our patients for 
emergencies during our regular business hours. 


28 Somers Road, Hampden, MA 01036 
413-566-2455 « hampdenvet@yahoo.com 
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GSCVB seeks nominations 
for annual ‘Howdy Awards’ 


SPRINGFIELD — For those working 
in the hospitality industry in Western Mas- 
sachusetts, “Howdy” is not just a friendly 
greeting, it means being among the very best 
in the field. Now through March 1, 2020, the 
Greater Springfield Convention and Visitors 
Bureau is providing folks an opportunity to 
thank individuals who provide great service 
by nominating them for a Howdy Award for 
Hospitality Excellence online at ExploreW- 
esternMass.com. 

For 25 years, the Howdy Awards for Hos- 
pitality Excellence program has recognized 
outstanding restaurant servers, attractions 
attendants, bartenders, hotel personnel, retail 
clerks and others across Hampden, Hamp- 
shire and Franklin counties in Western Mass. 

“Tt’s amazing how popular the Howdy 






& Auto, 


RICHARD R. GREEN 
—— Insurance Agenqy, Inc.— 


Awards have become, and we work hard to 
keep that momentum going,” says GSCVB 
President Mary Kay Wydra. “We started this 
out over 25 years ago, in the hopes we’d help 
attract some media attention for the hundreds 
of good front-line folks who meet and greet 
visitors every day, and it simply took off.” 

Winners will be recognized at a dinner 
Monday, May 18 at the MassMutual Center 
in Springfield. 

The GSCVB, an affiliate of the Economic 
Development Council of Western Massachu- 
setts, 1S a private nonprofit destination mar- 
keting organization dedicated to promoting 
Western Mass. for meetings and conventions, 
group tours, sports and leisure travel. For 
more information on the GSCVB, visit www. 
ExploreWesternMass.com. 


Put your money, 
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where your HOUSE is! 


SHOPLOCAL! “ 


Home, Business & Life Insurance 
Quotes Gladly Given! Notary on Staff 


32 Somers Road, Hampden, MA 
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Regional Chamber to discuss 
the “buzz about cannabis’ 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield Region- 
al Chamber announced a half-day seminar 
scheduled later this month featuring leading 
legal, business and medical marijuana profes- 
sionals, distributors and entrepreneurs. 

The seminar, “The Buzz about Cannabis, 
Marijuana in the Marketplace and the Work- 
place,” will take place Tuesday, Jan. 28 at the 
Sheraton Springfield at 12:30 p.m. The func- 
tion concludes with a networking reception at 
4:30 p.m. 

Keynote speaker is Kay Doyle, a member 
of the Cannabis Control Commission, who 
will discuss “The Landscape of Cannabis in 
Massachusetts.” Following her keynote talk, 
participants will break out into two concurrent 
sessions — “Building a Cannabis Business” and 
“Cannabis in the Workplace.” The first will be 
led by attorney Scott Foster, partner at Bulk- 





413-566-0028 


413-267-3495 


LOCAL 


170 Main Street, Monson, MA 


ley Richardson, and Tina Sbrega, president and 
CEO of GFA Federal Credit Union. 

The second session will be led by Joanne 
Berwald, vice president of human resources at 
Mestek, attorney Eric Flores of Skoler, Abbott 
and Presser, and Pam Thornton, director of 
strategic HR services for the Employers Asso- 
ciation of the Northeast. 

Among the features of the Jan. 28 event 
will be an exhibitor marketplace, where atten- 
dants will have the opportunity to network and 
take part in a closing reception. 

Registration is $60 until Jan. 14 and $75 af- 
ter Jan. 14. For more information or to register, 
visit springfieldregionalchamber.com. 

Sponsorship and exhibitor information 
may be obtained by messaging Grace Szydziak 
at szydziak @ springfieldregionalchamber.com. 





Your 
Hometown 
Insurance 
Agency! 


richardgreeninsurance.com °¢ richardgreeninsurance.com 


C RANE PARK. witbraham 


Your Hometown Business Neighbors! 





AVAL 


IAINICGENKS 


|», Celebrate. 
‘The New Year: ° 
°e With Ae 20 
‘New Style! 





Hours: Tues.-Fri 8am- ea Sat. gam- m-3:30pm, sun. & Mon. closed 


Men, 


Appointments or Walk-ins Welcome 


Women & Eastfield Mall, Boston Road, Springfield 


Children 


543-1738 


Affordable Waste Solutions 


10, 15, 20, 30 Yard Sizes 


Construction e Remodeling e Moving e Clean Outs 


A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research. 


Pafumi’s To Go 
TEAM 413 of Hampden Realty 


Dr. Peter Duplesis 
Family Dentistry 


Luso Credit Union 


aaa 


(EOS. 


rT 


www.keithishamlandscaping.com 





UH TT i 


Dr. Michael Margolis 
Orthodontist 


Headlines Hair Design 
Robb Carty 


Attorney Michael O. Shea 


a 


Happy cae Year! 
=: | Thank you for your 

business in 2019, 

we look forward to 

seeing you in the Spring! 


e Property Maintenance 

e Fertilizer Programs 

e Organic Tick and Mosquito Control 
e Edging 

e 15 Types of Local Mulches 

e Loam and Seed 

e Power Seeding 

e Core Aeration 

e PH Remedy 

e Drainage, Etc. 
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Members of the Wilbraham Boy Scout Troop 359 wrap up another successful bottle and can drive outside St. 
Cecilia’s Church Jan. 5. All of the proceeds will support the Troop’s Scouting endeavors. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID 
MILES 










singing in 
concert... 


The student choirs of 
Wilbraham Middle School 
gather at Minnechaug Regional 
High School Dec. 18 for their 
Winter Concert in front of 
family and friends. Pictured are 
the grade 6 and grade 8 choirs. 
TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 





Picking the right chords. 


Nate Chivers (center), a Wilbraham native, poses with his parents David (left) and Marie Chivers Jan. 4 at 
Wilbraham United Church following a free guitar concert. Nate Chivers is a graduate of Berklee College of 
Music and received a Master’s degree from the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester, England. As 
a composer, he has worked with BBC singers and has performed in the U.S., the United Kingdom, France and 
China. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


Mid- 
winter’s 
nap... 


Wilbraham resident 
Richard Bates 
caught this red fox 
curled up for a nap 
at Bruuer Pond Dec. 
23. Are you wild for 
wildlife? Send your 
photos and tales 

to tyler@turley. 
com. TIMES PHOTO 
SUBMITTED 








SEND US YOUR 
PHOTOS! 


‘Your Page 
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Send us in 
your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 
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' We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to tyler@turley.com 


Merry Christmas Wilbraham... 


Santa Claus and his elves deliver holiday spirit to guests gathered at the Wilbraham Senior Center Dec. 19 for 
the center’s Christmas lunch. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 





Faces in the crowd... 


From left Roy Hines, Lailah Whitleg and Chrystelle Dawkins gather at Minnechaug Regional High School to 
witness the Wilbraham Middle School Winter Concert Dec. 18, showing support for the school’s talented 
students. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 
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Madison Sanborn 
takes the three- 
point shot. 


WILBRAHAM — Could the 
tide be turning in Western Massa- 
chusetts Division 1? 

The Central High School girls 
basketball team has been running 
the table in the division for the 
past several years. But they have 
started to show some vulnerabili- 
ty this season. The Golden Eagles 
lost to Comp earlier this season, 
and during the holiday week, Min- 
nechaug was able to get to Central 
with a huge 60-49 win on Dec. 27. 

The Falcons then closed out 
the 2019 portion of its schedule 


=" 


Aubrey Barbeau goes for the takedown in the 160-pound Calvi 


match. 


Falcons sweep matches against Chicopee 


CHICOPEE — Last Thursday night, the 
Minnechaug Regional High School wrestling 
team opened up the 2020 portion of its sched- 
ule with a big win over host Chicopee, which 
iS NOW a co-op program between Chicopee 
and Chicopee Comprehensive. There was 11 
matches, with Minnechaug winning nine by 
pin and two by forfeit. Chicopee’s only win in 





sports@turley.com 
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J Photos by David Henry 
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Falcons finish ’19 with 
perfect record 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 





with a 54-23 win over Holyoke to 
push to 5-0 for the season. 
Against Central, Minnechaug 
overcame a bit of a push near the 
end of the game, and really took 
advantage of a strong first half in 
which the defense made a huge 
difference for the Falcons. 
Minnechaug jumped out to a 
15-7 lead to start the game, and 
then struck for 19 more points in 
the second quarter. The defense 
crashed the boards several times 
against the speedy Golden Ea- 
gles, preventing several extra op- 
portunities to score. The Central 


Please see , page 15 


evening. 


the 71-6 dual meet decision for Minnechaug 
was by forfeit at the heavyweight position. 
Jacob Motyl, Ryan McConnell, Aubrey Bar- 
beau, Ryan Epilite, and Riordan Donahue 
were among those with pins for the Falcons. 
Minnechaug hosted its dual meet invitation- 
al last weekend and Quabbin on Wednesday 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
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of acebook.com/turleysports 


SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 
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Minnechaug boys outlast 





7 
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Matt DeVine holds the ball n 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM — Sometimes, you 
just have to grind one out. 

Last Friday night, Minnechaug Re- 
gional High School boys basketball had 
to do just that as they trailed early and 
often, and throughout their independent 
matchup with Holyoke High School. 

But patient shooting and good defen- 
Sive pressure eventually allowed Muin- 
nechaug to make its way back and edge 
the Knights 65-64. 

The win was key for the Falcons, as 
they are looking to make tournament for 
the first time in a few years. 

The win would bring Minnechaug to 
4-2 for the season, and allowed the Fal- 
cons to open up 2020 with a win. Min- 
nechaug’s losses so far this season are to 
Commerce and Longmeadow. 


Please see 





Holyoke in 
ull 








Mike Talaia and Max Torres try to defend a Holyoke player 


, page 15 from scoring. Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 
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Riordan Donahue 
starts to grapple 
in the 220-pound 

match. 


Photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com 


Matt Elmansion 
holds the advantage 
at 132 pounds with 
an arm lock. 
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The week ahead 


Minnechaug Regional High School 





Boys Basketball 
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Central 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Away Sci-Tech 7 p.m. 
Girls Basketball 
Monday, Jan. 13 Home East Longmeadow 7 p.m. 
7 — Ice Hockey 
ey Saturday, Jan. 18 Away Tri-Town, Conn. 7 p.m. 
2S <i 








Swimming 
Home 
Wrestling 
Away 
Home 


Autumn Strange drives for the 
hoop, trying to keep the ball 
away from an opponent. 


Friday, Jan. 10 East Longmeadow 4 p.m. 


7 a a, | a 
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Max Torres fights through the Holyoke defense to go for a layup. 


Saturday, Jan. 11 Taconic Invitational 9 a.m. 


Wednesday, Jan. 15 





Putnam 7 p.m. 





| 


goes for a diving 
underhand layup to 
try and draw a foul. 





Caleb White tries to fight through three Holyoke defenders to take 


a shot. Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


BASKETBALL from page 14 


The Falcons still have a 
very long season to go with 
a league slate that includes 
West Springfield, Chicopee 
Comprehensive, Agawam, and 
Sabis. The Falcons also have 
some difficult independent 
games against Putnam, West- 
field, and Northampton, along 
with Sci-Tech and Central. 

Holyoke was another tough 
matchup as the Knights play 
in one of the most difficult 
leagues in the region. 

The Knights did not waste 
any time getting on the score- 
board early, and led by Brian 
Cristobal, who sank a pair of 
three-pointers. The Falcons 
would try to match that, with 
Matt DeVine nailing a couple 
of treys to try and keep pace. 

The Knights would take 
leads of 10-4 and 19-14 early 
in the matchup, but a couple 
of treys in the second quarter 
by DeVine and Jason Ofcarcik 
would bring the Falcons right 
back to trail just 21-20. 

The game would remain 
close heading toward halftime, 


and the Falcons scored right 
before the break and trailed 
just 31-29. 

Minnechaug did have some 
passing struggles that resulted 
in turnovers, but improved that 
in the second half as they were 
able to continue to keep pace, 
slowly making their way back 
in the second half. 

The Falcons finally over- 
came the Knights late and held 
on for the win. 

DeVine had a huge night 
for the Falcons with four treys 
total and 25 points to lead all 
scorers. Max Torres would fin- 
ish with 14 points and Ofcar- 
cik had 13 points to make the 
majority of the Muinnechaug 
scoring. 

Holyoke, which is _ strug- 
gling at just 1-3 for the season, 
got 23 points from Jovaughn 
Smith. Cristobal was next with 
16 points. 

Minnechaug will next face 
Chicopee on the road and then 
face Central in a big matchup 
on Jan. 10 at 7 p.m. at Central 
High School. 





Emily Howard takes the one- __ 
hand shot. 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos,com 
Lauren Barry goes after a 
rebound. 


Please see FALCONS, page 14 


shooting was also cold during the 
first half. 

Central did play better in the 
second half, but Minnechaug did 
not allow it to get out of hand, 
keeping pace for the 11-point win. 

A balanced attack was also 
key for the Falcons as four players 
scored in double digits. Madison 
Sanborn and Emily Howard had 
11 points each, and Laurne Bar- 
ry and Lilly Grono had 10 points 
each. 

The Falcons would follow with 
a big win over Holyoke on Mon- 
day, Dec. 30. The Falcons shoot- 
ing was hot right at the start of the 
game. Minnechaug scored nearly 
half of its points in that period, go- 
ing up 23-5. Holyoke, which has a 
much-improved team this season, 
was no match for Minnechaug’s 
aggressive offense, and _ stalled 
with the Falcons defense pressur- 
ing from the start. 

Barry would lead all scorers 
with 12 points. Autumn Strange 
helped get things going for Min- 
nechaug with a pair of first quar- 
ter treys, and finished with eight 
points. Emily Howard and Molly 
Cronin had seven points each. 

With the wins, Minnechaug 
is on its way to potentially high- 
win season. The Falcons opened 
2020 with an independent match- 
up against South Hadley, and then 
face East Longmeadow on Mon- 
day, Jan. 13. 

Minnechaug still has it league 
schedule looming, with Chicop- 
ee, Westfield, East Longmeadow, 
and West Springfield part of their 
league this season. 


DeMattia makes 
all-sportsmanship team 


WESTFIELD - Stu- 
dent-athletes representing sev- 
en Worcester State University 
fall athletic teams have been 
named to the Massachusetts 
State Collegiate Athletic Con- 
ference Fall All-Sportsmanship 
Team. 

Earning spots for the cross 
country teams were senior Ben 
Morin (New Braintree, Mass.) 
on the men’s side, and senior 
Emily Dickson (Marlborough, 
Mass.) on the women’s side. 

The women’s volleyball 
team saw sophomore setter 
Sarah Ward (Townsend, Mass.) 
earned a spot on the All-Sports- 
manship Team, while Worcester 
State football was represented 
by senior Anthony Casparriello 
(Westborough, Mass.). 

The MASCAC Champion 
women’s soccer team was rep- 


resented by sophomore Fiona 
Weir (Dorchester, Mass.). Ju- 
nior Vincent DeMattia (Hamp- 
den, Mass.) earned the honor 
on the men’s soccer team for 
the second consecutive season. 

Rounding out the awards 
for Worcester State was soph- 
omore Jake Poitras (Harwich, 
Mass.) of the men’s golf team. 

“T am extremely proud of 
our student-athletes who re- 
ceived All-Sportsmanship hon- 
ors today,” said Worcester State 
Director of Athletics Michael 
Mudd. “All of our student-ath- 
letes represent Worcester State 
so well, which makes this hon- 
or extra special.” 

Morin, Dickson, Ward, 
Casparriello, Weir, and Poitras 
each earned the honor for the 
first time. 


Media open house slated 
for tournament proposal 


There will be a Media ses- 
sion for the MIAA State Wide 
Tournament Presentation from 
the MIAA Tournament Man- 
agement Committee (TMC) on 
Thursday, Jan. 9 at the MIAA 
offices in Franklin from 2:30 
p.m. to 4 p.m. 

The MIAA will hold a me- 
dia open house with TMC rep- 
resentatives Jim O’Leary (St. 
John’s Prep), Johanna DiCarlo 
(Westborough), Shaun Hart 
(Burlington) and Sherry Bryant 
(MIAA Liaison) to present the 
MIAA Statewide Tournament 
Proposal. A question and an- 
swer session will follow the 


brief presentation. 

On behalf of member 
schools, the TMC committed 
two-years to the development 
of the current Statewide Tour- 
nament Proposal. Numerous 
TMC presentations at various 
venues led to membership 
feedback, suggestions and rec- 
ommendations which sparked 
and guided TMC discussions 
resulting in the development 
of this updated proposal. This 
presentation will provide the 
most recent proposal which 
has received support from the 
MIAA Board of Directors. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 


turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 
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Thunderbirds salvage road trip with win in final game 


WILKES-BARRE, Penn. — 
The Springfield Thunderbirds 
(20-16-2-0) capped off a 4-for-4 
road trip with a defiant 6-3 victo- 
ry over the Wilkes-Barre/Scran- 
ton Penguins (17-14-3-2) on Sat- 
urday night at the Mohegan Sun 
Arena. 

The Penguins, who entered in 
a salty mood after falling 6-2 on 
home ice an evening ago, took 
control of the first period, regis- 
tering 11 of the game’s first 17 
shots, After Anthony Angello 
rang a shot off the crossbar, nar- 
rowly missing with a chance to 
open the scoring, Wilkes-Barre/ 
Scranton quickly bounced back. 

At the 10:57 mark of the peri- 
od, the Penguins set up a simple 
offensive zone play with Sam 
Miletic stationed in front of the 
goal creating a screen on Spring- 
field goaltender Philippe Des- 
rosiers. Macoy Erkamps lifted a 
wrist shot into the traffic, where 
Miletic deflected it off the post, 
then Desrosiers’ skate and into 


the net to give the Penguins the 
1-0 advantage. 

The Thunderbirds offense 
could not get much going, but 
they had one glorious chance to 
score in the early minutes, with 
Owen Tippett alone in the bot- 
tom of the right circle, but the 
pass to him from Aleksi Saarela 
kicked off his skate and into the 
corner, and Springfield failed to 
connect. 

Springfield would come out 
in the second period with a much 
higher energy level, and at 4-on- 
4 play just 1:21 into the middle 
period, Thomas Schmitsch ag- 
gressively pinched up from his 
defense position to take a center 
feed from Saarela just outside 
the crease. After Casey DeSmith 
made an initial save, Schemitsch 
gathered in the rebound right 
along the right-wing goal line, 
where he sneaked a second shot 
from the sharp angle past De- 
Smith to tie the game, 1-1. 

Springfield’s power play cre- 


ated chances in the first half of 
the period, but could not break 
the 1-1 tie, and Adam Johnson 
got the Penguins back in front 
as he circled the offensive zone 
on his forehand to the left wing 
circle before lifting a wrist shot 
through a screen and past Des- 
rosiers at 11:03 to make it 2-1 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. 

The Penguins kept the 
Springfield offense at bay until 
the final two minutes of period 
two. First, Dryden Hunt scooped 
up his second power play goal in 
two games against the Penguins, 
scooting to the right side of the 
crease, accepting a feed from 
Paul Thompson, and putting 
the puck upstairs over the glove 
hand of DeSmith to make it 2-2 
at 18:19. 

Springfield would not be 
content with a tie, though, and 
just 1:12 later, with just 28.6 
seconds left on the clock, Owen 
Tippett moved into the right cir- 
cle and found Jake Massie jump- 


ing up into the play from the left 
point, and the rookie defensem- 
an sniped it over the short-side 
shoulder of DeSmith to give the 
Thunderbirds the 3-2 lead into 
the final period. 

The Penguins would not 
go away quietly in the third, as 
Jordy Bellerive bull-rushed a 
T-Birds defender to steal the 
puck and move in on net. His 
curl-and-drag set up a shot that 
went off Desrosiers, then the 
top of the crossbar, and off Des- 
rosiers’ back to tie the game, 
3-3, at 3:24. 

Then the T-Birds cranked 
the offense into overdrive, be- 
ginning with Hunt setting up 
Tippett in the slot, where the 
rookie stepped to the left side 
and snapped a wicked wrister 
through DeSmith’s five-hole at 
12:26 for what would be his sec- 
ond straight game-winning goal 
and 14th overall on the season. 

Less than two minutes later, 
at 14:16, Rodridgo Abols finally 


§ SCHOOLS 


School Lunch Menus 


Elementary and Middle 
Schools 


Monday, Jan. 13 
Chicken nuggets, choice of sauce, whipped 
potato, and corn 


Tuesday, Jan. 14 
Hot dog, whole grain bun, baked beans, and 
crunchy cole slaw 


Wednesday, Jan. 15 
Macaroni and cheese, chop chop salad, and 
steamed carrots 


Thursday, Jan. 16 
Egg and cheddar sandwich and home fries 


Friday, Jan. 17 
Early release, no lunch service 


Alternates are offered daily, including chef sal- 
ad and bagel lunch, and are served with yogurt or 
cheese stick. Fresh local fruits and vegetables dai- 
ly. Daily lunch is $2.75. Milk is 50 cents, included 
with all lunches, 1% or fat free chocolate. Make 
checks payable to School Food Services. 


eo Regional 
High Schoo 


Monday, Jan. 13 

Asian Rice Bowl Station — General Tso’s Chick- 
en, brown rice, and broccoli/carrots 

Main Street Deli — Crispy chicken wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie, or chicken 
burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — Veggie 


Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar salad, Buffalo 
chicken salad, chef salad, assorted wraps 


Tuesday, Jan. 14 

Meatball grinder, oven fries, and broccoli 

Main Street Deli — Caesar chicken wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie or chicken 
burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — BBQ chicken 

Specialty - Grilled chicken, Caesar salad, Buffalo 
chicken salad, chef salad, assorted wraps 


Wednesday, Jan. 15 

Mexican Bar — Taco, burrito, or nacho; chicken, 
bean or turkey; lettuce/salsa/cheese; and corn 
Main Street Deli — Chicken salad wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie or chicken 
burger w/ toppings 

Pizza Daily — Meatball 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar salad, Buffalo 
chicken salad, chef salad, assorted wraps 


Thursday, Jan. 16 

French toast sticks, sausage links, home fries, and 
applesauce 

Main Street Deli — Buffalo chicken wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie or chicken 
burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — Chicken and broccoli 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar salad, Buffalo 
chicken salad, chef salad, assorted wraps 


Friday, Jan. 17 
Early release, no lunch service 


Meal prices $3, reduced 40 cents, adult $3.75, 
milk 50 cents, breakfast $1.75. All meals served 
with choice of fruit, vegetable and 1% or fat free 
milk. Offered daily: salad bar, grab & go sand- 
wiches and salad, hamburgers, chicken sandwich- 
es, PB&J, veggie burgers and yogurt bar. 
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cashed in on his first AHL goal 
when a Brady Keeper slap shot 
shattered his stick, yet allowed 
the puck to find Abols outside 
the crease, and the Latvian cen- 
ter fired a forehand shot into the 
yawning net to make it 5-3. 

Hunt’s night would not be 
done either as Tippett and Keep- 
er set up Springfield’s winger on 
a back-post deflection at 14:50 
to round out the six-spot in the 
T-Birds’ fourth straight road vic- 
tory. It is the first time in club 
history that the T-Birds have won 
four straight games away from 
the MassMutual Center. 

With the win, the T-Birds 
now sit three points ahead of 
the Penguins for fourth place in 
the Atlantic Division, and they 
now sit just a single point behind 
Providence for third. 

Springfield returns home for 
a two-game weekend on Jan. 10- 
11 against Bridgeport and Prov- 
idence respectively. Puck drop is 
set for 7:05 p.m. in both games. 


College scholarships available 


through Big Y 


SPRINGFIELD - _ Big 
Y World Class Markets an- 
nounced college scholarship 
applications are available now 
through Feb. 1. 2020. 

In 2019, more than 350 aca- 
demically outstanding students 
from communities surrounding 
their stores received more than 
$250,000 in college scholar- 
ships. These awards are based 
on academic merit, regardless 
of financial need. 

Since the scholarship pro- 


gram was founded in 1981, 
$4.7 million has been awarded 
to more than 6,300 students. 

The online scholarship ap- 
plication for the upcoming 
2020 award cycle is available at 
www.bigy.com. To be eligible, 
a student’s permanent residence 
or school must be located in 
Massachusetts or Connecticut. 
Completed online applications 
along with supporting docu- 
ments need to be submitted by 
Feb. 1, 2020. 


Scholarships available 
through Massachusetts Elks 


Students looking to continue 
their education at institutions of 
higher learning are encouraged 
to apply for scholarship funding 
through the Massachusetts Elks 
Association, which announced 
two scholarships are available 
to students. 

Those looking to attend a 
four-year college or universi- 
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ty should apply for the Major 
Project Scholarship. Students 
attending a two-year or voca- 
tional school should apply for 
the Vocational Scholarship Pro- 
gram. 

For more information, ap- 
plications and deadlines, visit 
maelks.org. 
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Career WEDUCATION 


Hampden Charter School of Science 
accepting applications for 2020-21 School Year 


ampden Charter School of Sci- 
He= is accepting applications in 

grades 6th-10th for the 2020-21 
school year. The deadline for applica- 
tions is Sunday, March 8th. Apply now at 
www.hampdencharter.org or join one of 


the open houses. 


The Path to a Better Future 

Hampden Charter School of Sci- 
ence(HCSS) is a top-ranking free col- 
lege-preparatory public school founded in 
2009 and serving families with students 
in grades 6th-12th at two campuses in 
Western Massachusetts: HCSS-East 
(Chicopee Campus) and HCSS-West(W. 
Springfield Campus). 


College and Career Readiness 

We offer your child seven consecutive 
years of an outstanding college preparato- 
ry education resulting in college accep- 
tance and many scholarship opportunities. 
College and Career Readiness at HCSS is 
a highly individualized process with the 
goal of producing the best possible match 
between each uniquely talented student 
and the college or university which best 
fits that student. Like much of everyday 
life, the creation of that ideal match is a 






ah 


PAMPDEn, 


“HCSS - WEST 


very personal learning experience. Each 
student works closely with his or her 
counselor to explore the many talents and 
interests he or she has developed, to set 
goals based on those experiences, and to 
research and finds the colleges that will 
help him/her achieve those goals. 

¢ College Board AP Capstone Diplo- 
ma Program 

¢ Individual attention in small classes: 
average Class size fewer than 20 students 

e University outreach and partnership 
programs with dual enrollment opportu- 
nities 

e Amplified college-prep curriculum 

e SAT and PSAT preparation begin- 
ning in 8th grade 

¢ Comprehensive college and career 
guidance program beginning with 6th 
grade 

e College campus visits and informa- 
tion sessions 

e The average college acceptance rate 
1s %95 since 2013 

¢ More than $40M scholarship raised 
since 2013 


Curriculum 
“The HCSS academic program 
includes all necessary elements to create 





rigorous curricula to prepare all students 
to succeed in college. Guided by College 
Board AP (Advanced Placement) curricu- 
la and Common Core State Standards, we 
set high standards and “design backward” 
each grade’s curriculum, 12th — 6th” 

e Project-based instruction and contex- 
tual learning 

¢ Developmentally appropriate and 
data-driven instruction by dedicated and 
highly qualified teachers 

e High-level academic discussions in 
all subjects to improve critical listening, 
thinking, and analysis skills 

e Offering 14 AP (Advanced Place- 
ment) courses beginning in 9th grade 

e Honors courses beginning in 7th 
grade 

¢ A curriculum that fosters inquiry, 
discovery, innovation, and collaboration 

e SPED and ELL services resulting 
in 100% of at-risk students meeting high 
school MCAS graduation requirements 

¢ Free in-school, after-school, and 
Saturday Academy tutoring programs 


Achievements 
e Recognized as one of the 100 best 
high schools in Massachusett in 2019 US 
News & World Report 


e Ranked one of three top schools in 
Springfield Metro Area in 2019 US News 
& World report 

¢ Named one of U.S. News & World 
Report “Best US High Schools” in 2015, 
2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019. 

¢ Recognized by the MA Department 
of Education as a Level 1 School (highest 
performing) and awarded “Proven Pro- 
vider” status in 2016 

e Ranked second in the 2018 West- 
ern Mass FIRST Lego League robotics 
competition, qualifying HCSS for the 
State event 

¢e HCSS has consistently achieved the 
highest performance level in the state and 
has been named one of the best schools 
in Western Massachusetts. 


AP Capstone Diploma Program 

HCSS is one of approximately 1,800 
schools worldwide to implement the 
AP Capstone™ Diploma program — an 
innovative program that allows students 
to develop the skills that matter most 
for college success, such as research, 
collaboration, and communication. The 
program consists of two courses taken in 
sequence: AP® Seminar and AP Re- 
search. 


. HAMPDEN CHARTER 


SCHOOL OF SCIENCE EAST & WEST 


www.hampdencharter.org 


Agawam, Holyoke, Westfield, West Springfield 








TUITION-FREE 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY 


SCHOOL PROGRAM 


APPLY NOW! 











HCSS - EAST 
Chicopee, Ludlow, Springfield, West Springfield 


Agawam Librery...ssssscccsccssssssssscssees SAT, JAN 18 seccccscccsonsssssseseeseee 102300 =1 1:30am 
HCSS=West .cescscossscsssssssssesssecssssesses WED, JAN 22 csssccscccsssesssceeeeee0:00pm=7:00pm 
HOSS =ECSE ..ccsscccsecsecsssescecsecsecesceccece OAM) JAN 25 scsscescessecsecsssesseeeee | O20CiM = 11:30am 
HCSS=West .....sssssscccsssesscsssssessesessees OAD) FEB | sescossesscssrseessccesseeeee | Os300M =1 1:30am 
Holyoke Libreiry ...sssccscsssssscsssssssscrse WED, FEB S.ssssssscosssssccrrseseeeesOs 000M =7:00pm 
Chicopee Library.......ssssccccssssssccrseee SAT, FEB 15 sssscscosssesscorsesseseeee | Os00IM = 11:30am 
HCSS=EdSt .....sssssccscorsssssssssssscsssesseee WED, FEB 20 ,sssescccsssssssoeeseeese0 200 pitt=7:00 pin 
HCSS=West .....sssscsccssssesscsssssesecsessees OA) FEB 29 sssssesscossssessccesseeeee | Os300M =1 1:30am 
HCSS-East & HCSS-West .....ccsssssssee WED, MAR 4 cssssccccccssssssseeeesse02 00 pm=7:00pm 
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tudents at Pope Francis Prepara- 

tory School receive an exemplary 

education rooted in the Catholic 
traditions that formed the foundation of 


their legacy schools. They offer a compre- 


hensive, faith-based, college preparatory 
curriculum in which students receive an 


education supported by four development 


pillars: academics, faith, community, and 
Service. 


Academic Excellence 

From the first day as a Pope Francis 
Prep student, their academic foundation 
is centered on an integrated, four-year 
program of study designed to provide 
not only the most exacting requirements 
for entrance to colleges and universities 
across the globe, but as preparation for 


valuable experiences in growth — intellec- 


tual, physical, moral, and spiritual. 


For students seeking an advanced level 


of focused direction, they may choose to 


Become a Cardinalt 


Eighth graders are invited to join us 
for a shadow day. Spend the day on 
campus to learn what it’s really like 
to be a Pope Francis Prep student! | 
Please visit our website or contact our | 
admissions office for more 


information. 
833-999-7673 ext. 1152 


www. popefrancisprep.org 
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Career WEDUCATION 


Pope Francis Preparatory School: 
Preparation Focused. Faith Driven. 


enter the PF Pathways Program — where a 
student’s interests, values, or passions can 


be explored more deeply through studies 
within a selected Pathway - a great op- 
portunity for starting to explore a college 
major! Academically, Pope Francis Prep 
graduates go beyond simply mastering a 
subject and completing the coursework: 
they are problem solvers, self-motivated 
explorers, and curious thinkers. 


Faith and Service 
Students of all faiths and religious 
backgrounds find a welcome environ- 
ment at Pope Francis Prep. As a Catholic 
school, faith plays an important part in 
the lives of all their students. Regardless 
of a family’s religious affiliation, learning 


about world religions, growing spiritually, 


and having the opportunity to examine 
faith from a safe vantage point offers stu- 


dents a deeper understanding of the global 


world. At Pope Francis Prep, students 















 Q WENDOVER ROAD SPRINGFIELD MA, rh 118 


TheCommonSchool 


OPEN HOUSE 







Saturday, January 11, 2020 


10:00—12:00 


521 South Pleasant St, Amherst 






Meet our faculty, immerse yourself in our classroom 
environments and speak with current parents about why 
The Common School is the right fit for their family. 
The Common School provides an independent, 
progressive education for children ages 3—12 


TOUCH IT. DRAW IT. GROW IT. 


LEARN IT. KNOW IT, INSIDE AND OUT. 
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readily embrace a commitment to selfless 
service to others. 


A Strong Community 

Pope Francis Preparatory School is 
committed to developing and nurturing 
the whole student, whether in the class- 
room, on the field, or out in the commu- 
nity. They strive to develop students who 
are respectful and responsible role models 
in all facets of their lives. With a myriad 
of co-curricular activities available, Pope 
Francis students have an opportunity to 
learn and develop beyond the classroom. 

To support families, Pope Francis Prep 
offers convenient bus transportation to 
and from school at no extra expense, as 
well as free breakfast and lunch served 
daily. To learn more about Pope Francis 
Preparatory School, including affording 
a private Catholic education, prospective 
families can call 833-999-7673 or visit 
popefrancisprep.org. 








Saint Joan of Arc embraces 
traditions and education 


Saint Joan of Arc, a school which — many opportunities to enrich their ed- 


embraces traditions while introduc- ucational experience. Chess and Card 
ing new challenging educational Clubs provide chances to strategize. 
initiatives. Our preschool program Performing Art Club allows individu- 
provides kindergarten readiness skills _—_ als to explore their creative theatrical 
as well as skills of independence. aspirations. Lego club encourages the 
Students in grades kinder through architectural individuals. And finally, 
two learn how to read whereas pupils — book club develops the quieter explo- 
in grades three through eight read to ration of plots, characters and themes. 
learn. Completing our academic life is 
Our middle school program is the community life with our buddy 
unique including fifth grade students. program, frequent school assemblies 
However each teacher is instructing a and many PTO social events. SJA is 
subject which he/she has expertise. not the only way, but it may be the 


Upon dismissal students have right way for you and your family. 


St. Joan of Are School 
587 Grattan Street, Chicopee, MA 01020 533-1475 
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Pre- K to Grade 8: Before & After, SehGol Care 


Free Breakfast and Lunch, als 
Language Lab:-3D CAD Music Physical Edueation 
Enrichment Clubs- STEAM Initiatives" 
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Westfield State University offering 
Addiction Counselor Education Program 


he College of Graduate and Con- 
tinuing Education at Westfield 

State University is now accepting 
applications for the 2020/2021 Addiction 
Counselor Education (ACE) Program. 
Classes will be held on evenings and 
weekends starting in September and 
ending in May. 

The goal of this non-credit certifi- 
cate program, offered at the University 
since 1991, is to provide students with 
the knowledge, skills, and techniques 
necessary for the successful treatment 
of individuals and families afflicted by 
alcoholism and/or other drug addictions. 
This program has been highly instrumen- 
tal in the professional development of 
individuals in the western Massachusetts 
area whom are currently working in 
or interested in becoming a part of the 
growing healthcare field of addiction 
Services. 

To help with this mission, Westfield 
State University is also offering the 
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ACE program at a satellite location in tus. This spirit of innovative thinking and _ ship and service to society. 


Pittsfield, where the aim is to help train social responsibility is forged in a cur- For more information, visit us at 


potential counselors who live or work riculum of liberal arts and professional www.westfield.ma.edu, follow us on 


in the Berkshires area with the goal of studies that creates a vital community of Twitter at www.twitter.com/westfield- 


filling critical positions in treatment engaged learners who become confident, 


state, or on Facebook at https://www. 
facebook.com/WestfieldStateUniversity. 


facilities that are currently understaffed capable individuals prepared for leader- 
and unable to fill open positions. Classes 
for the Berkshires program begin in 
March and end in November. 
Applications for both programs are 
currently being accepted and can be 
found on the website www.westfield. 
ma.edu/ace. For more information or 
to have an application mailed to you, 
contact Brandon Fredette at bfredette @ 
westfield.ma.edu or (413) 572-8033. 
Founded in 1839 by Horace Mann, 
Westfield State University is an educa- 
tion leader committed to providing every 
generation of students with a learning 
experience built on its founding principle 
as the first public co-educational college 
in America to offer an education without 
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EDUCATION PROGRAM since 199: 


EARN YOUR NON-CREDIT CERTIFICATE IN ONE YEAR 


The ACE Program prepares you for a career in the 
addiction treatment workforce. It also prepares you for 
licensure eligibility with the Massachusetts Board of 
Substance Abuse Counselor Certification and the Bureau 
of Substance Addiction Services with the MA Department 
of Public Health.* 


‘Additional requirements may be needed. 
Class Locations: 


Westfield: Evenings and Weekends beginning 
in September 


Pittsfield: Weekends only beginning in March 


MAKE YOUR LIFE’S WORK ABOUT CHANGING LIVES 


Westfield 


STATE UNIVERSITY 


For more information, 
call (413) 572-8033 
westfield.ma.edu/ace 
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Worried about student debt? 
STCC offers affordability, flexibility, opportunity 


en he was deciding where 
to attend college, Mohamed 
Gabriel considered starting at 


a four-year university. But he ultimately 
decided to enroll at one of the most afford- 
able higher education institutions in the 
region: Springfield Technical Community 
College. 

“The expenses I would have been 
faced with (at a four-year university) 
would’ve forced me out of school for 
sure,’ said Gabriel, of West Springfield. 

At STCC, Gabriel not only stayed in 
school and kept his expenses down, he 
thrived. He graduated with honors from 
STCC in May with an associate degree in 
engineering and science transfer. His next 
step 1s to pursue a bachelor’s degree. 

“T’m glad I made the decision to attend 
STCC, because compared to a four-year 
university, I ended up earning my associate 
degree at the cost of just one year at a four- 
year school — all while I was able to work 
and support my family,’ Gabriel said. “‘T 
met and know a lot of students who chose 
to come to STCC mainly for its affordabil- 
ity as well as its excellent programs.” 

Students can save money by starting at 
STCC and then transferring to a four-year 
college or university. Data from the Massa- 


chusetts Department of Higher Education 
shows precisely how much students will 
save by starting at STCC rather than at a 
four-year institution. 

During fiscal 2019, tuition and fees for 
a full-time student at STCC totaled $6,306. 
The fiscal year ran from July 1, 2018, 
through June 30, 2019. 

During that same time span, students 
at the University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst paid $16,278 a year for tuition 
and fees. 

Some STCC students with plans to 
transfer save money by taking advan- 
tage of Commonwealth Commitment, a 
statewide program that provides financial 
incentives to students who begin at STCC 
and then transfer to a state public col- 
lege or university, including UMass. For 
example, a Commonwealth Commitment 
student who started at STCC in fall 2018 
and finishes at UMass in spring 2022 will 
pay $36,864 in tuition and fees for an asso- 
ciate and bachelor’s degree (not including 
room and board). 

College President John B. Cook said 
STCC — because of its low cost and unique 
programs — is an appealing choice for 
families in the region interested in many 
different education goals. 


nrolliNow! 


for Spring Classes 
In-person or Online! 


Classes run Jan. 21-May 6 


Flex Terms also available: 
Jan. 21—March 10 
March 11—May 6 


Scan to watch video. 


stcc.edu/spring 


“As a technical community college, 
we are one of the most affordable options, 
with significant pathways into key fields 
that include health care, computer science, 
engineering and the creative economy that 
includes graphic arts. We provide the most 
direct access point to higher education for 
our communities, including first-genera- 
tion college students, students of color and 
low-income families.” Cook said. “Nearly 
80 percent of our students receive some 
form of financial aid.” 

While some take out loans, community 
college students have fewer student loans 
than students in other types of institutions, 
according to a 2011 study of national 
post-secondary student aid. 

Student Yanira Aviles, of Springfield, 
said her first semester at STCC was free 
with help from financial aid programs 
available at the college. She didn’t grad- 
uate from high school and took classes at 
STCC to earn her high school equivalency 
diploma (HiSET). 

“T came in here with what I had — and 
I didn’t have anything,” Aviles said. “Tf it 
wasn’t for STCC’s support programs, I 
don’t think I’d be here.” 

The college offers several programs 
to help low-income and non-traditional 


students achieve academic success, in 
addition to scholarship opportunities. 
Services include a food pantry for students 
facing hardship, tutoring and adult basic 
education, among other programs. 

Interested in applying to STCC? Visit 
stcc.edu/apply or call Admissions at (413) 
755-3333. 

Founded in 1967 and located on 35 
acres of the Springfield Armory National 
Historic Site, STCC is a major resource for 
the economic vitality of Western Massa- 
chusetts. As one of the most affordable 
colleges in the region, STCC provides 
access to higher education for a diverse 
population, including first-generation col- 
lege students from low-income families. 

A designated Hispanic Serving Insti- 
tution and the only technical community 
college in Massachusetts, STCC offers a 
variety of career programs unequalled in 
the state. STCC’s highly regarded transfer 
programs in business, engineering, liberal 
arts, science and technology continue to 
provide the most economical options for 
students pursuing a four-year degree. 

For more information about STCC, 
visit www.stcc.edu. Follow us on Face- 
book, Twitter (@S_T_C_C) and Instagram 
(@stccpics). 


ACADEMY HILL 


Frivate Schaal - Est. |#4 


PrekK-8 


_VISIONARIESINNOVATORS| 


i — 2.2 


OPEN HOUSE 


° 8:15 am - 3:00 pm 


Friday, January 10 


academyhill.org 
1190 Liberty Street, Springfield, MA * 413-788-0300 


| Join us for oy 
PM 


January 12th, 2020 + 11:00AM - 1:00PM 


St. Stanislaus School is a Roman Catholic, Franciscan, co-educational Pre-K through 8th grade school. Students are assisted in developing their 
potential spiritually, physically, and socially within a safe and diverse community. A foundation of academic excellence is created to prepare 
students to become contributing members of a global society. 


- Full Day PreK & Kindergarten 
- Extended Care Program 
- Extracurricular Activities 


We Provide: 


- Enrichment Classes 
- Strong Core Curriculum 

- Online Parent Resources 
Chromebook & iPad Integration in Grades K - 8 


meet Families, 
Friends & Staff 


Refreshments Available 


- Modern Facility 

- STREAM Program 

- E-Text Books 

FREE Breakfast & Lunch Daily 


$100 Discount for Early Registration 


We are on facebook! 
Search: St. Stanislaus 
School Chicopee 


534 Front St, Chicopee, MA 01013 « P: 413-592-5135 \ 
F; 413-598-0187 « saintstansschool.org « Accredited by the NEASC ¥¢\ 
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St. Thomas the Apostle School 
offers opportunities and 
encouragement 


t. Thomas the Apostle School 
S in West Springfield comes alive 

each day as students from pre- 
school to grade 8 walk its hallways. 
Each student is offered a wonderful 
opportunity to grow and learn from 
a program that encourages academic 
excellence, character development and 
a commitment to serving others with a 
foundation in gospel values. 

Our building houses 20 class- 
rooms, computer lab, large gymnasi- 
um, activity room, science lab and a 
newly renovated library. Our outdoor 
space allows our students the freedom 
to make great choices and enjoy the 
open air. We have a safe, spacious 
field for soccer and running, black top 
for games and hoops for basketball. 
We also have a fenced-in play-yard 
with a play-scape for our younger 
children. 

We are always excited to show our 
prospective families our preschool 
classrooms, as they are bright and 
welcoming. To be considered for our 
three year old program, children must 


be 3 years old by December Ist. 

If you are interested in our kinder- 
garten program, children must 5 years 
old by September Ist. 

We have a wonderful ‘Buddy’ 
program where our older students 
have the opportunity to partner with 
younger students, creating special 
crafts, and participate in role-model- 
ing activities during the school day. 

Students have the opportunity to 
participate in many after school clubs 
during the school year. 

Our regular school hours are from 
7:35-1:45. We offer an After School 
Extended Care Program that allows 
students an extended school day. The 
program starts directly after school 
and runs until 5:30. 

Our faculty and staff look forward 
to meeting many new families at 
our Open House and Registration on 
Sunday, January 26, 2020 from 12:30- 
1:30. Please call the school office for 
more information at (413) 739-4131 
or visit our school website at www. 
stthomasws.org. 


St. Thomas the Apostle School 
75 Pine Street 
West Springfield, MA (413) 739-4131 
www.stthomasapostleschool.org 


St. Thomas the Apostle School 
offers quality Catholic education for 
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A Career in Head Start 


eaching in the early education 
ik care field is a rewarding 

profession and Holyoke Chi- 
copee Springfield Head Start, Inc. is a 
great place to have a successful career. 
The Head Start advantage offers both 
families and their children, birth to five, 
an extraordinary school readiness expe- 
rience. Head Start provides access to 
high-quality learning, health and nutri- 
tional services, mental health services, 
family engagement opportunities and 
services to children with special needs. 

Educators who decide to teach in a 

comprehensive early learning setting 
have the opportunity to work collabora- 
tively with other specialty areas that are 
designed to prepare vulnerable children 
for future educational success. Data 
shows that when children are enrolled 
in a high quality Head Start program 
they are better prepared for kindergarten 
and beyond. One of the secrets to the 
success of Head Start is the recognition 


of parents as their child’s first teach- 

er. Staff and parents work together, 
learning from one another, to create 

the best early educational experience 
both at home and at preschool. This is 
done because when parents are involved 
and engaged in their child’s education, 
children have better outcomes. 

In addition to teaching, Head Start 
also has various career opportunities 
in the areas of health, nutrition, human 
services, administration, mental health 
and special education. Professional 
development opportunities and career 
ladders are built within the Head Start 
model to promote growth and advance- 
ment. 

Holyoke Chicopee Springfield Head 
Start, Inc. offers programs in several 
cities and towns in Western Massachu- 
setts working with over 1,000 children 
each year. If you are interested in a 
Head Start career please visit www. 
hcsheadstart.org or call 413-788-6522. 


Read or subscribe to any of our 13 local 
newspapers: www.turley.com 


BUILD 


a WINDOW of 
OPPORTUNITY 
with HCS 


students in preschool through grade eight. 


PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR 


OPEN HOUSE 


FOR PROSPECTIVE 
FAMILIES AND REGISTRATION 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 
12:30 — 1:30 PM. 


Snow Date - Sunday, February 2, 2020 12:30-1:30 P.M. 


Our early childhood education programs 
prepare children for school - and for life. 


e 1/2 day classes at no cost for eligible families 
e Subsidized full-day classes 
e Nutritious meals & snacks 


e Health (mental, physical, and dental screenings) 
programs 


e Family and community engagement programs and 
support services 

e Services for children with disabilities 

e We also offer a new, Early Head Start home-based 
program 

e Age requirements for HCS Head Start: prenatal 
moms to children 5 years old 

e Limited transportation Is available 


CALL US at (413)788-6522, 
or visit our website at hcsheadstart.org 


dacs) Head Start inc. 


Building the Foundation for 
Faith and Academic Excellence 


rr a 
Catholic Schools 


Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed. 


AF 


EDUCATING children. SUPPORTING families. BUILDING healthy communities. 
30 Madison Ave. Springfield, MA01105 (413)788-6522 www.hcsheadstart.org 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 


(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 
FIREWOOD 


Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $220.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD ior 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 413- 
245-9615. 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 


an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 








***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





**x**EXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 
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SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and re- 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li- 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


DL & G JUNK REMOVAL Clean- 
ing out everything from basements, 
garages, barns and sheds. We can do 
all the work and have many options 
available. Offering a senior/veteran 
discount. Call 413-478-421 2 for your 
free estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


CLASSIFIED 
QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 





FRIDAY AT NOON 





CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE’ SER- 
VICE Since 1981. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, re- 
frigerators, stoves, dishwashers. Also 
dryer vent cleaning. (413)536-0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 


FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


DEADLINES 


HILLTOVVNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


; 
" 
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Base Price 

20 $26.00 

Base Price] 24 Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price 28 Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 32 Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price] 36 Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 
36.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 40 ; 


$ 





Name: Phone: 
Address: 
Towns State:_ Zipee 
Number of Weeks: X perweekrate=$ 
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard LIVISA 1 Discover LI Cash Ll} Check# 
Card #4 Exp.Date CVV 
Amountofcharge: Daler. ae 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 








Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


: $ 
Subtotal = 










NEW BRAINTREE 
EST NORTH 






BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
— —_—_—_—__—_—_— _ adiitional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


x Number of Weeks aa 
TOTAL Enclosed 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Special- 
izing in the best quality and selection of 
insulated Haas garage doors. Sales, In- 
Stallation, service and repairs of residen- 
tial and commercial garage doors and 
openers. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Call (413)289-6550, (413)626- 


1978 or www.menardgaragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improvement 
needs. ROOFING, SIDING, WIN- 
DOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUTTERS. 
Extensive references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. Call 
GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569-3733 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com- 
mercial, new construction, wallpaper 
removal, sheetrock, plaster and car- 
pentry repairs. Quality products. Since 
1985. Free consultations. Insured. HIC 
Lic #190875 www.forbesandsonspaint- 
ing.com Call/ text 413-887-1987. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


RETIRED RACING IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR Oil 
ROOFING TREE WORK GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE HORSES Truck Driver for home heating deliv- FOR RENT 
FOR ADOPTION eries. Class B license, Air Brakes, 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 


ATEKS TREE: Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 


Hazmat and Tanker Endorsements a 
must!! Full time position with opportu- 
nity to learn HVAC business during off 
season. Please call 413-323-4123 


AGAWAM DUPLEX FOR RENT 2 
BD, 1.5 bath. Completely remodeled, 
new appliances, full cellar, gas heat. 
$1,200/ mo plus utilities. No Pets. 413- 


Fully licensed and insured. MA CS —__-HNJH— ' Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 317-7955. 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- nae ee eee cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley  Petween the hours of 9 and 3. 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour _ thing from tree pruning, tree removal, (413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 
service. Veteran Discount. stump grinding, storm damage, lot an ee Be secs aa ce ——SSS—EEEE—————————— Meee OHA EELS VACATION 
Clearing and brush chipping. Honest : ‘ 3 | 
TREE WORK and Dependable. Fully insured. Now tata — i Adopt y © iat RENTALS 
eee ee WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. Your = ( fzi.r array pees Looking for a reliable Seasonal Field ee 
ORG — fee Maintenance Worker/Janitor. For appli- earmou 
AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE (413)478-4212 Next Pet A A ._ In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
elke incuirad:15 vievaxeanence climbs f O cation and more information please vis aaa 
f he pie eas ine oatnacGal ron) : ur it www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Application dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
4 : 4 PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER Classifieds! deadline 1/31/2020 at 4:30PM.EOE Peach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 


Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


2020 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 





AUTHORIZED 


+ file 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 





CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 








413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 











FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 
















Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Central Rivers Power, MA, LLC, owners of the Red Bridge Dam and the Indian Orchard Dam, as requested by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, urge residents who live within project inundation zones to sign up for emergency alert 


notifications on their towns website. An inundation zone refers to the area downstream of a dam that would be inundated by 
the failure of a dam. 


For residents living near the Red Bridge Dam: use the appropriate website (below) based i i 

town of Ludlow or the town of Wilbraham to subscribe; _ soi atime uae 
http://www.ludlow.ma.us/html/fire/blackboard.htm (Ludlow), or > Saaecpesnarese 5 ee 
https://townofwilbrahamwebportal.bbcportal.com/ (Wilbraham) 


a living near the Indian Orchard Dam use the City of Springfield 
weosiie: 


https://www.springfield-ma.gov/cos/ 


If you have received this mailing and do not live downstream of or near 

the Red Bridge/Indian Orchard Dams please be advised that the State of 
Massachusetts has an emergency alert system (link below) that can provide 
you with important emergency alert information: 





nttps://www.mass.gov/service-details/be-informed-and-receive-emergency- 
alerts 


Thank you for your cooperation in this safety matter. Ifyou have “e: —_— or feel like you need further information, 
please contact our hydro operator, Ware River Power, at (978) 355-4575. 


Central Rivers Power, MA, LLC 
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BUSINESS 


PeoplesBank 
names new Vice 
President 


HOLYOKE — Peo- 
plesBank has announced 
the promotion of Tracy 
L. Sicbaldi of Wilbra- 
ham to vice president, 
commercial and institu- 
tional banking. Sicbaldi 
has more than 30 years 
of financial services and 
banking experience. In 
her new position, she 
will identify, develop and 
manage new municipal, commercial, and in- 
stitutional deposit relationships. 

Sicbaldi is the former treasurer of the 
towns of Hampden and Monson, and a mem- 
ber of the Massachusetts Collectors and 
Treasurers Association, the Hampden Coun- 
ty Collectors and Treasurers Association, 
the Hampshire and Franklin Collectors and 
Treasurers Association, the Berkshire Coun- 
ty Collectors and Treasurers Association, and 
the Worcester County Collectors and Trea- 
surers Association. She is a former member 
of the Eastern Mass Treasurers and Collec- 
tors Association and attends all educational 
state and county municipal meetings. 

Her volunteer service includes serving as 
a board of directors member for the Dakin 
Humane Society; a member of the steering 
committee for the Rays of Hope; past trea- 
surer, vice president, and president of the 
Professional Women’s Chamber; and a past 
board member of the Affiliated Chambers 
of Commerce of Greater Springfield and the 
YWCA of Western Mass. 
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Tracy Sicbaldi 





BusinessWest 
accepting 
nominations for 
‘40 Under Forty’ 


SPRINGFIELD — BusinessWest is now ac- 
cepting nominations for the “40 Under Forty” 
Class of 2020, a celebration of 40 young business 
and civic leaders in Western Massachusetts. The 
process of selecting the region’s honorees begins 
with nominations. The background materials sub- 
mitted on a given individual is the primary source 
of information to be weighed by the judges who 
will score the candidates. 

Submissions should be thorough and consider 
the following: 

Candidates should have achieved professional 
success and be active at a board level in civic or- 
ganizations. 

Only nominations submitted to Business West 
through the online form will be considered. 

Fill out the nomination form completely. 

Photocopies are not acceptable. 

Supporting information (i.e. résumé) may be 
sent to peters@businesswest.com. Please include 
nominee’s name in subject line. 

Nominees must be under 40 years-old as of 
April 1, 2020. 

Deadline is Feb. 14, 2020. 

Nominations may be submitted at https://busi- 
nesswest.com/40-under-forty-nomination-form/. 

The selected individuals will be profiled in 
the April 27 edition of BusinessWest and cele- 
brated at the annual 40 Under Forty Gala on June 
20, 2020 at The Log Cabin Banquet & Meeting 
House. 

For more information, call Bevin Peters, mar- 
keting and events director, at 413-781-8600, ext. 
100, or email peters @ businesswest.com. 


When your advisor is a former professional ba 
Your coach studied meditation in Nepal, 
Your teacher was in the Peace Corps, 

And your best friend is from Nigeria. 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


January 9, 2020 


Applications available for 
‘Local Farmer Awards’ 


Farmers in Western Massachu- 
setts are invited to apply for Local 
Farmer Awards up to $2,500 to- 
ward equipment and infrastructure 
projects to help them compete in 
the marketplace. The Harold Grin- 
spoon Charitable Foundation, in 
partnership with Big Y and with 
the support of other funders, is en- 
tering the sixth year of the awards 
program, which has helped more 
than 150 farmers carry out a total 
of 250 projects. 

“Big Y has been partnering 
with and supporting local farmers 
since we began over 80 years ago,” 
Big Y president and CEO Charles 
D’Amour said. “Our partnership 
with the Harold Grinspoon Foun- 
dation provides one more way we 
help the local growers to thrive in 
our community.” 

Some examples of how the 
awards have been used include a 


commercial egg washer, overhead 
sprinkler system for a seedling 
greenhouse, greenhouse  recon- 
struction, deer fence, fresh greens 
sanitizing system and a grain wag- 
on for pigs on pasture. Philanthro- 
pist and project founder Harold 
Grinspoon’ observes, “Farmers 
don’t typically ask for help. They 
are genuinely appreciated of these 
awards and use the money in cre- 
ative ways for projects to help their 
businesses.” 

To be eligible, farms must have 
gross Sales of $10,000 or above and 
either be a member of Berkshire 
Grown or Community Involves in 
Sustaining Agriculture, or reside in 
one of the four counties of Western 
Massachusetts. 

The deadline for applying is 
Jan. 31, 2020. Interested applicants 
are encouraged to visit farmer- 
awards.org for more information. 


Municipal Firefighter exam to take 


place March 21 


WILBRAHAM -— State Rep. 
Angelo Puppolo Jr., D-Springfield, 
announced the 2020 Municipal 
Firefighter Examination has been 
scheduled and applications are 
now available. 

The written examination will 
take place Saturday, March 21, 
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2020, with an application deadline 
of Feb. 18. Late fees will be applied 
to applications filed after Feb. 4. 

For more information or to 
apply contact Puppolo’s office at 
596-4333 or visit mass.gov/civils- 
ervice. 
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Wilbraham 
(mV, Koy atsreyal 
Academy 


At Home. In the World. 


OPEN HOUSE 


SUNDAY, JAN. 12, 1PM | 0 US/OPENEOUSE 





